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Opening comments: 
General Manager John Lynch: “Needless to say, we're incredibly excited with our day 
today. I think it was incredibly productive. Starting out with [DL] Drake Jackson, a guy 
we've had a lot of love throughout the process with. You turn on the film, and he just 
jumps off the film in terms of his athleticism and talent and length and all the things -- his 
ability to turn the corner and redirect, all the things we look for and covet in a defensive 
end. Then we brought Drake in and got a real good feel for him as a person. Really worked 
hard on him and thrilled to be able to land him. Didn't think he'd be at 61, and he came 
there, and we were happy to grab him and make him a part of the Niners. Tyrion is a guy 
we're very fond of, has a style that can best be described as physical and tough, and he's 
also got some speed to go with that package. When you can add toughness and speed, 
he's in a bigger package. Danny Gray does it probably in a smaller package, but still has 
those two qualities of he can flat-out get it. This is a kid who won the 100 in Texas as a 
sophomore in high school, and his coach, Sonny Dykes, Kyle and I have a relationship 
with Sonny, and he was great during the process just kind of explaining who the kid is 
and talked about him as a player. Want to thank our scouts and coaches and everyone. 
It was a really productive day, and open it up for questions.” 
 
Drake's production doesn't jump off -- his stats don't jump off the page. Did that 
concern you, and what do you think went into that over his career at USC? 
JL: “You know, ultimately you want the finishers, but we also look at a lot of different 
metrics. Our R&D, our eyes, all those things, I'd say he's incredibly disruptive. He played 
in a bunch of different schemes and they moved him around a lot, so we think his best 
football is in front of him. But things such as quick disruption, something we study a lot, 
he was tops in the country. We liked the film. We think, as I mentioned, his best stuff is in 
front of him.” 
 
John, you mentioned the other day that you probably wouldn't be doing too much 
moving around. Were there opportunities you considered or were you content to 
sit back and wait? 
JL: “Kyle and I sat on our hands and it was just miserable. We're not used to sitting back 
and waiting. It was tough but I'm glad we did because it allowed us to make these three 
picks today. It was a long wait to 61, but glad we did it. Glad we had that patience.” 
 



Kyle, the two picks in the third round, were those designed to take some of the load 
off WR Deebo Samuel? 
Head Coach Kyle Shanahan: “I think they both can, but we thought we needed another 
running back. I definitely thought we would have loved to add a speed receiver. There's 
a lot of ways the draft could have gone, but right there those picks in the third round we 
definitely felt were the best for our team.” 
 
Kyle, how would you characterize the situation [with Deebo]? Were you surprised 
by the trade request, and did you consider doing it? 
KS: “Yeah, I was real surprised. I think John spoke a lot on that last week, and I feel pretty 
much the same. We were surprised but also once it does happen, you know this business, 
so it can't surprise you too much. But yeah, we were disappointed a little bit, but it's part 
of this business. You'll consider anything. You have a responsibility to help your 
organization the most you can. But losing a player like Deebo, it's hard to see how that 
helps your organization. You try to look at all the aspects of it and what people are willing 
to do, and nothing was even remotely close that we thought would be fair for us or fair for 
the Niners.” 
 
Was there a conversation with Deebo yesterday in which you said that it doesn't 
look like we're not going to trade you, not entertain any offers? 
KS: “No. Yeah, I haven't talked to Deebo for a couple weeks.” 
 
By not trading him yesterday and today it seems to indicate you're confident you 
can work things out with him. Why are you confident you can work things out? 
KS: “Just because I think we can.” 
 
Just your personal relationship with him, conversations you've had? 
KS: “No. It's part of the business. There's certain things that people got to go through. 
There's certain things everyone is trying to get and trying to do, and you see what you 
can and you work from there. I mean, you can work out anything. Hopefully when this is 
all said and done we'll get the best thing for the Niners, best thing for Deebo, and hopefully 
that's the same thing because we'd love to keep going how we've been. But we know 
that's in front of us right now.” 
 
Has his role come up in discussions, Kyle? Not to get too detailed, but has he 
mentioned that his role could change, should change, he wants money for a certain 
kind of role versus another role? 
KS: “I mean, I can sit here and talk about what we said for a long time, which I'm not going 
to do. There's lots of things that play into that and those are things that we'll discuss with 
Deebo, that we have, we'll continue to. And I'd love to share it all with everybody so people 
can understand more but that's really not right to Deebo, it's really not right to Deebo, to 
the 49ers, and hopefully we can work this out and someday it'll clear up for you guys.” 



 
As far as Tyrion, I think there was a level of surprise just the fact that you guys took 
him that early and that maybe didn't line up with where people valuated him. Why 
did you feel that that was appropriate value where you picked him? 
JL: “Yeah, I think this always comes down to obviously you take into account where the 
league values someone, but you're only guessing when you do that. We have a lot of 
different layers, and part of our process is to try to figure that out, but ultimately do you 
like the player, do you have a vision for that player, and does he fit something you think 
can not only improve your team, but is that the best fit for us. At the time we just thought 
he was a tremendous fit for exactly what we're looking for. I think a great complement to 
Elijah, and I think we envision a great role for Trey Sermon going forward, for Jeff Wilson. 
There's plenty of room for these guys. Most seasons we've used four, we've used five, so 
I think it's something -- we emphasize the run game here and we want versatile backs. I 
think we have that with our collection of guys, and we're excited about that group.” 
 
What do you see in the running backs room that you don't have right now? 
KS: “Well, one, I don't think you can have enough running backs. I mean, we took two 
last year (2021 NFL Draft); we were happy with our starter going into last year. We had 
other guys who had played well too and we took two, and by the fourth game we're still 
having to steal guys off other team's practice squads just to field enough guys to play in 
a game. So sometimes you can have good luck. This guy is staying healthy, sometimes 
not. The more guys you can add the better, but kind of the physicality that he brings gives 
you a chance to have a very physical one-two punch. I thought Deebo helped us do that 
towards the end of last year bringing that in, but you don't want that to be just your one-
two punch. You got to bring in some other backs to do that. I do think we have some guys 
on roster that have a chance. We know Trey, we thought he had a chance last year; got 
banged up; was a little bit behind. But I'm not holding out -- I mean, I don't think he can't 
do it this year. So to add some competition to him, having guys like Jeff Wilson, (JaMycal) 
Hasty, guys on our roster. And now adding Ty with what Elijah did last year. Elijah was 
missing a bunch last year too. We're a running team, we like to run the ball, and any time 
you have a chance to get a good back, if that is what's best for your team compared to all 
the other positions, I don't think you can ever go wrong with a back because just look at 
not only us, but everybody, you play with a lot of them.” 
 
Has Alex Mack made his final decision on whether he's playing this year? 
JL: “I don't think a final decision. We've been in contact with Alex and had another 
discussion with him the last couple days, and so I would still describe that as fluid. But I 
think we've collected all the information we needed to collect coming into this draft.” 
 
So many receivers were flying off the board. Were you anxious about being able to 
land one that you really liked on day two? 
KS: “Not really. We feel pretty good about our receivers. We just felt good about the skill 
set that Danny had. We felt good about our three receivers last year. We were able to 



add Ray-Ray (McCloud) who we think can help us a lot this year, not just as a returner 
but also part of the group. And we've got some guys you don't know about that are good 
players that have bounced around this league that add some depth for training camp. 
This wasn't at all a position we had to go do, but when you look at there in the third round, 
you look at the speed asset this kid has that brings something different to the rest of our 
guys -- that's one of the reasons it was important for us to have Travis Benjamin last year. 
He was our main speed guy that he didn't get a lot of balls or anything, but he did things 
to help coverages out, and if we could find a guy like that at the right spot, we thought it 
was good to add him.” 
 
It seems Drake Jackson's weight has fluctuated. He played the last couple years in 
the 240s, but he told us that he'd rather be at 265. I think he's around there right 
now. Where do you envision him playing for you? How do you feel he fits into the 
particular edge rushing role that you want? 
JL: “You know, Kyle, and our philosophies like on a lot of things, we match up, and it's 
something I went through in my career. I think ultimately what you want to do, you want 
to be as light as you can be without losing your power. So that's what we talked to all our 
players. That's what we encourage our health and performance staff to help these guys 
find. And Drake, that's one thing that sometimes you have concern of, when a guy has 
been up and down with weight. But once you kind of get his story, he was only doing what 
the coaches at that time were asking of him. They moved him to linebacker last year. The 
coordinator was a linebacker coach and he wanted him as a backer. He wanted him in 
the 240s. There's some other things. He got sick, lost another 20 pounds, so he wasn't 
exceptionally light. His freshman year where he probably played his best ball he was 
approaching 270. But we talk a lot to people about where do you feel best, because I 
think ultimately the athlete knows their body better than anybody. We've got all kinds of 
resources that can help fine tune that. But you know, he's an interesting dude in that he 
looks good at 240; he also looks good at 260. He's broad enough, he's long enough that 
he can carry a lot and carry it well.” 
 
How much input does Kris Kocurek have in that process? How much does he get 
to work with him when he visits? 
JL: “He sits two inches from him and screams in his face the whole time. That's how those 
dinners go.” 
 
KS: “Eventually we got to send someone to save the kid.” 
 
Would Bobby Turner have any input on the running back or did you give him the 
year off? 
KS: “We gave him the year off by his request. He doesn't want us messing with him right 
now. He is enjoying his rehab and bugging his wife. But no, Bobby is doing good.” 
 
JL: “Those No. 2 pencils got a rest.” 



 
You and John have talked about team chemistry, about locker room, when you 
believe in each other, have each other's backs, that matters on the field. When you 
have a prominent player saying he wants out, does part of you say, okay, go; we 
don't need that? 
KS: “I mean, yeah, you can. We have a great relationship with Deebo. I haven't seen him 
a lot since the season ended. I think it's a little bit easier when you're dealing with people 
without screens and phones in front of you and what you guys read wherever it is and 
what most of the world is like that. I know my kids are. But I try not to get too caught up 
in it. You know somebody, they know you, and when there comes a time when it settles 
down, hopefully it'll settle down more after this draft and things get somewhat easier. But 
this isn't someone that we just met. We've been here with him for three years. I think we 
know him pretty well; he knows us pretty well; and things haven't been the best over the 
last couple months through outside perception. But I see that happen a lot in this league, 
especially in contract situations. You try not to overreact one way or the other and try to 
be patient with it because emotions can get high with people, especially when you care 
about people and a lot is riding on it. But that's what you've got to make sure you don't 
react to. And you've got to make sure when it's all said and done, first and foremost, you 
do what's right for the organization, and then second of all you try to do -- try to get a win-
win for both sides.” 
 
Do you have any offers that was even close to considering? 
KS: “Not even close.” 
 
Do you doubt that the relationship can be salvaged? 
KS: “I mean, I would hope so, but I don't know what other better ways I can say it than 
what I just did.” 
 
When you see AJ Brown got last night go to Philly and he gets his contract, does 
that give you more hope, help you at all in terms of finding that parameter for what 
Deebo – 
JL: “You know, I think all these situations are unique. You're obviously aware of what's 
going on around the league, but we were focused on our situation. We tried to do what 
was right there. We believe we did, and we believe that we can find a way through this 
and that we'll all be good. We're encouraged about that.” 
 
How much of a factor on all your moves is you're likely or are going to have a first 
year starting quarterback -- you always want to have the best team, but you would 
like to have as many comfortable weapons around him. Was that a primary focus? 
KS: “Yeah, you would like to do that. That's why we were hoping we could gain some 
more picks back and stuff, too, so you can start to add that. But nothing is guaranteed, 
and you've got to work with what you've got. Today I would've loved if we found a way to 



get a ton more picks and add a bunch of younger guys in here. That's awesome, but we 
didn't. And how did we do with our three picks today? If you would have told me this 
before the day started these were the three guys we'd end up by staying put, I would have 
been very excited. I would have been surprised. That's what the whole dilemma is. You 
sit there and have to wait for two days to get to 61 and you're watching all these players 
you've studied for months just go left and right. It is really hard, especially when you feel 
you've got a good team. It's not going to be easy for a lot of later round guys to make it to 
kind of trade your picks away just to go get one that you know could fill a hole that you 
need. But we didn't, and that's what was cool, that we got three guys today instead of 
one. That's what I was happy that we were able to do, and that worked out for us. You 
can't always say that, but that's why the draft is a crapshoot. The hardest thing for us is 
when you ask a question where do you think they're going? Everyone understands, 
everyone ranks guys and there's a perception of when everyone is going to go, but the 
reality of when someone is going to go is when someone picks them and you don't know 
that until it happens. You see it all over when people freak out and stuff, but a lot of these 
guys are really good players. I saw that with New England in the first round. Those guys 
don't surprise me at all or us. Surprised you based off of perception because you knew 
everyone in the world was saying there was no way, but everyone who watched that tape, 
they're like, but he looks like a first rounder; who's going to pull the trigger? And you never 
know what that one person is, because you're hoping the other 32 teams are saying, no, 
we've all read this. He's not going until the third round. Well, that's why someone takes 
him the second round, because he looks like a second rounder or he looks like a first 
rounder. We all try to figure that out, too, but it only takes one team, and that's why you 
don't want to mess around and be too cute with that.” 
 
You talked about adding more picks. Obviously trading Jimmy would be the easiest 
way to do that. Do you feel like you're any closer to resolving that situation? 
JL: “No. I mean, we've said all along it's going to take the right deal to get us to move him, 
and he's part of our team right now so we're excited about that. We look at the totality of 
that position and we feel really good about it right now. We're extremely excited about 
Trey, excited about Jimmy, and Nate Sudfeld. There's a lot to like about him, as well. 
We're excited about that group.” 
 
What was yesterday like for you? Was it less stressful, more stressful? Was it a lot 
of, as you said, just sitting on your hands? 
JL: “Yeah, so yesterday we kind of knew what the deal was. Today was probably harder, 
just waiting for 61. And like I think we've talked a lot about it since we've been here, our 
defensive line is very much at the forefront of this team. We've got a philosophy. That's 
the great equalizer in today's defensive football. We had kind of zeroed in on just a couple 
of pass rushers that we felt were difference makers, otherwise we were going to turn to 
other needs, and Drake happened to be one of those. We really held out hope that he 
could last until 61. We didn't think he would. We were tempted many times to move up, 
and we sat back instead. I'm glad we did because it allowed us to take these other two. 
We likely would have had to have given away one of those picks and instead we got all 
three, so that's nice.” 



 
You might have some uncertainty on your interior offensive line, but is today a 
reflection that you're not really stressed out about that spot? 
JL: “I don't think stressed out. I think we understand where we're at there, and we've got 
a plan to deal with that. There's still a bunch of picks left. I think I'll leave it as that.” 
 
Ty mentioned that he met your father; was that a planned meeting? 
KS: “Oh, yes. That was -- no, it wasn't planned. I didn't know that he did, but my dad 
comes sometimes, hangs out here during draft time, and he was here the day that they 
came for the 30 visit, so I think he met everybody that day.” 
 
JL: “It's pretty incredible, because Mike typically doesn't come out of his little office up 
there. He stays in there for 13 hours at a time and we have to go in there to talk to him. 
That's pretty cool that Ty got a chance to meet him.” 



 
DL Drake Jackson 

Press Conference – April 29, 2022 
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Hey Drake. Congratulations. Just wanted to see how familiar you were with the 
49ers and with defensive line coach Kris Kocurek and his coaching style? 
“I'm real good in his line. When I went up there for the 30 visit, I got to go in his room and 
we really attacked where he saw me fitting and a couple of plays. I was able to talk a little 
ball with him and man, I love to play for a coach that is fired up like that and who wants a 
lot out of his guys. It's a challenge and I'm willing to take on that challenge. I want to be 
happy and I want to make him happy as well. So, I just can't wait to get to it with a 
legendary coach like that.” 
 
You mentioned that you got a chance to kind of see how you would fit here when 
you were talking to Coach Kocurek, what is the plan for you? What has kind of been 
the early indications of how they would like to use you right off the bat? 
“So right now, I stay on the edge. I think they see me fitting in a couple of different spots, 
but I’d say right on the edge.” 
 
Not sure how much you keep in touch with S Talanoa Hufanga, but I believe you're 
only going to be the second Trojan on the roster, how much do you talk to him and 
what's he told you about the organization? 
“Coming back to the 30 visit, I actually saw him. We were able to chop it up. Before I 
came in, Talanoa was one of the top guys at my school. He really was one of those guys 
to look up to, he got one of those gold plaques on our walk of fame. It's just one of those 
guys that has those work ethics that you just look at and you're like, man, I kind of got to 
get like that. As a freshman, I looked up, for sure, because he was a dog and I wanted to 
be a dog. I was willing to do whatever it took to be that.” 
 
Drake, I noticed that your weight jumped around from the combine to the pro day. 
Are you trying to get to a spot or a certain weight to play in the NFL? What's behind 
that fluctuation in recent months? 
“I’ll just give you the whole breakdown of how it went. So, coming out of the season I was 
probably 245 or 248, and then I went to XOS and I was on a game plan because a lot of 
the teams wanted to see me at my freshman weight and freshman year I weighed 275. I 
don't know if a lot of coaches knew that or not, but I just started my training started my 
track on being that. Right around combine, I would say about two weeks before, I found 
out that I was going to be with the linebackers. So, I ended up talking with my crew, the 
people who I work with, and things of that sort. We thought it was good to drop weight so 
I can move a little better. Then after combine, it was the same way. I was trying to go 



back up to my personal weight again, because now I’m actually going to be doing D-Line 
drills. So, I gained the weight back up there and just wanted to show that I could play at 
my personal weight still.” 
 
Can you share with us what the phone call was like from the 49ers who you spoke 
with and their encouragement for you? 
“Man, it felt like I walked outside of my body almost. Man, I couldn’t believe it. My whole 
life was dedicated for this moment. Everything has been ball; I’ve never done anything 
else. It has always been ball. I’ve always done the things I’ve needed to do to get into this 
place. Still, you never really know if you’re able to go. It is still like a once in a lifetime 
opportunity and I just can’t believe it. It is wild and I’m still baffled by it. I’m blessed.”  
 
There was some adversity you faced in college with the leadership and coaching 
staff, how did that prepare you for your NFL career? 
“I’d say we just got a taste of the NFL in college. Before I even got to USC, in my home 
visits, I had a couple coaches that were there who had gotten fired as well. So, it already 
started from that. We saw that you can’t go to a place for a coach because that coach 
can leave. So, I was there for ball and any coach that was willing to come in and lay their 
knowledge, I was just trying to soak everything up like a sponge when they came. It made 
me better.” 
 
What do you know about DE Nick Bosa and how excited are you to be teammates? 
“I hope he is as excited to be my teammate as I am to be his. As soon as I get out there, 
I right try to find him and get a handshake from him and workout or something. I want to 
get in there and start getting the knowledge and the things that I need to grow and keep 
being a monster like him. He’s literally a gremlin on the side, he’s a monster. He puts fear 
into tackles’ eyes, and I just want to be the same way. That coming from the D-Line coach 
as well. His philosophy is lovely. It is one of those philosophies that is nasty. You have to 
be nasty to take your reward and I like that type of stuff. That is really the dog mentality, 
so I can’t wait to get into it.” 
 
I believe you just recently turned 21, how much upside do you feel you still have? 
Are you still scratching the surface? What are the areas you feel that you need to 
grow? 
“I’m really versatile. I am young and I would say that benefits me. That’s more time that I 
got to learn. People say that this is still a learning phase that I’m in, so I think I have a lot 
of knowledge that I can take in coming from the D-Line room and just everybody in the 
league. This whole first year is like a learning process so I just want to take it and go.” 
 
I saw some videos of you doing backflips. Where did you learn that? 
“I felt like this was going to come because I told myself when I get drafted, I’m going to 
do a backflip. I was thinking about doing one right now and showing you guys. I learned 
that as a kid. That was one of the things I was into. A lot of people couldn’t do it, so that’s 
why I wanted to do it. As a kid, I used to go to trampoline parks. Finally, in college is when 
I got confident enough to do it on the ground. I’ve always seen people do backflips and I 



thought that I had more hops than them. I thought, why don’t I just try it? That’s one of 
the things I’ve never wanted to lose because it is pretty cool.” 
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How did your meeting with the 49ers go previously and how do they plan to use 
you? 
“It went well. I enjoyed my time there with the players, the ones that I met, the support 
staff, they have a great support staff. I feel like that is the most important thing on a football 
team, who you have around you supporting you. For them using me, pretty much just 
going in and helping [RB] Elijah [Mitchell]. Making a one-two punch and dominating.” 
 
When you look at this 49ers offense, what are you most excited about? 
“Well, I grew up watching the 49ers. I grew up in Louisiana, so some Saints too, but I 
grew up with the 49ers. My grandfather was a 49ers fan, and he loves the 49ers. I just 
planning to go in there and doing my part and doing everything I can do for the team. I’ll 
lay it all on the line everyday at practice, give my 110% in each game, special teams, 
whatever it may be. Whatever the team needs, I’m there. I’m accountable. I’m glad to be 
a 49er.” 
 
How big of a deal was pass protection on your visit with the 49ers? How much do 
you pride yourself in your versatility as a back in that regard? 
“I feel like you need to be able to do a lot of things as a back. Of course, there are a lot of 
things I need to improve on. I know for a fact that I will be improving with the 49ers. As 
far as pass protection, I feel I do great. I can always improve, I feel like that is the place I 
can improve a lot, more than anything, to be honest with you. You can’t play if you can’t 
protect the quarterback, period. You got to protect the quarterback, at all times, or you 
won’t be on the field. That is always my mindset, even in college. You have to protect to 
the quarterback, number one.” 
 
You mentioned being a one-two punch with Elijah, being a fellow Louisiana guy, 
do you have any background with him?  
“Actually, not at all. When I did go out there, right before I left at the airport, I chatted with 
him for a couple minutes. My boy [director of pro personnel] Ran [Carthon], he’s a support 
staff for the 49ers, we chopped it up for quick minute. He’s a great guy.” 
 
You are very physical, has that always come naturally to you? 
“Yeah, I would say so. I love delivering the blow. I don’t like getting tackled, I know it 
happens, but I hate getting tackled. I love bringing the contact to them so that they don’t 
want to tackle you. In the first, second quarter they might take it a little bit, but eventually 



they don’t want anymore of it. That is always my mindset, to go and attack the defender 
and wear them out, make them quit.” 
 
How familiar are you with how head coach Kyle Shanahan uses running backs, and 
are you excited to work with a guy who has a reputation as an offensive 
mastermind? 
“Of course, I am. He’s a great coach. I really enjoyed meeting his dad [former NFL head 
coach Mike Shanahan] who is another legend with two Super Bowls with the Broncos. 
That was amazing meeting him. I’m a big fan of football. He’s one of the most important 
people in the building to me, to be honest. I know coach likes to run the football and we 
are going to do a lot of that. I’m going to make sure we continue to do a lot of it. I promise 
you.” 
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What did the 49ers say your role would be in the offense and are you excited to 
work with head coach Kyle Shanahan? 
“Yeah, I’m excited to work with him. I don’t really have a role yet, but whatever it is, I’m 
ready to play and I’m ready to come in and make an impact.” 
 
What do you feel you bring to the 49ers wide receivers room? 
“I bring elite speed, can create open space, and I’m a deep ball threat.” 
 
Take us through the moment when you got the call. What was that like and how are 
you feeling now? 
“It was a great moment. To be the last pick, it was a great moment. All the receivers that 
were taken before me, I’m going to show them something.” 
 
Can you take us through your meeting with the 49ers? You were not here for a 
formal, right? 
“Yes. The meeting went great. I met with the receivers coach, head coach, GM, all of 
those meeting were great. It just felt like home. I, overall, had a great meeting with them, 
so I just knew that one day, this could be my home.” 
 



 
General Manager John Lynch & Head Coach Kyle Shanahan 
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Opening comments: 
General Manager John Lynch: “It was a busy day. I think our first draft without any trades. 
That was interesting, but I think it worked out well for us. Start with [OL] Spencer Burford 
from UTSA. A young man who played tackle at UTSA. We think he has guard and tackle 
flexibility. Really good feet and quickness, excellent length as well and we think he's really 
a scheme fit. We targeted him early, he came out here on a 30 visit and got to know the 
young man better and became very convicted and were hoping he would be there and he 
was and we jumped at the opportunity. Next we went to a corner who we think has nickel 
flexibility in [CB] Samuel Womack. Interesting story, a walk-on at Toledo who became a 
two-time captain. Very highly productive player at Toledo. Can really run and very 
productive around the ball, all kinds of PBUs and playmaker rating as our R&D guys took 
a look at it. Next we drafted an offensive lineman who played tackle at Fordham. At the 
Senior Bowl he slid down to guard and I think got better every day there. We liked his 
traits, liked his makeup a lot, another captain at his school, [OL] Nick Zakelj. We were 
calling him Zakelj the whole time. I saw the pronunciation and it's Zakelj as I read it. I used 
to be very good at that. But the next guy, frankly, I mean, [defensive line coach] Kris 
Kocurek, we keep saying, If you ever complain that we don't give you players, we're going 
to have a problem. But [DL] Kalia Davis is just, he's a guy we see a lot of [Denver Broncos 
DL] D.J. Jones in, that type explosion. Had an ACL injury and we're going to take our time 
to make sure Kalia is right. So I'm not sure if he'll be ready for the start of the regular 
season, could be a PUP guy, but really just loved, he fits exactly who we want to be as a 
defensive tackle and became very fond of him through the process. Didn't know how that 
would go, you never do about how long they're going to last. Felt like that was really good 
value there. Corner from Penn State, any time you play DB at Penn State you're doing 
something right. He's, this guy, he's got all the height, weight, speed, started a number of 
games at Penn State. I went back to that Pro Day, listened to the coaches speak glowingly 
about him and we liked that pick there. Then finally Mr., he's relevant to us, but Mr. 
Irrelevant, [QB] Brock Purdy, and we're excited. He started a ton of games at Iowa State, 
really helped influence a culture change there and played a lot of good football for them. 
So with that we'll open it up for questions.” 
 
You went through all those guys, was there something in the, was there a theme 
that kind of developed through the course of these past two days when you're 
making picks about all these guys kind of tying together? 
JL: “Well, I think one of the themes was we didn't have a whole lot of needs on our roster, 
but we did have some that were there. We needed O-Linemen. But, we also wanted to 



stay extremely disciplined and not just take somebody to take them. Burford, we kind of 
in that third and fourth round I felt like there was a gap, but he was one of the guys that 
we had and that we would be really excited to have, so we jumped at that. Zakelj fits that 
as well. Corners, I think what [defensive coordinator] DeMeco [Ryans] did on that staff 
last year, we were hurting at corner a large part of the year, to finish third in the league 
was pretty, a testament to DeMeco, his staff and to our players and we felt like we needed 
to add. You can't have enough good ones. We had an open spot at nickel that we're going 
to let a bunch of people compete for and we think Womack will go into that competition 
as well. And so I think that that was kind of the theme and as I mentioned with Kalia, just 
a guy we were, he just, he's a very good fit for who we are and what we do.” 
 
You mentioned Kalia, you said D.J. Jones, when I saw some of the highlights he 
seemed really fluid and then I looked and he played linebacker. Is that a new thing? 
Linebacker moving to defensive tackle? I haven't really seen anything like that 
before. 
JL: “You don't see it a whole lot. But I think an interesting trait on him, a lot like D.J., we 
preach, get off, explosion and you guys hear through training camp you hear Kocurek, 
that comes out of his month more than anything. Get off, get off. And in addition, just 
getting off, some guys are just disruptive, but other guys can get off and they get in the 
backfield and finish. And I think linebacker play really helps him there, he's a really good 
finisher once he disrupts, so there's a lot to like on that kid. Obviously have to deal with 
the knee injury and we want to make sure, eager to get him out here so we can get on 
top of his rehab and see exactly where he's at.” 
 
A year ago you guys were here with QB Trey Lance as your first overall pick. Was 
he around or checking in at all this weekend and how do you feel that you helped 
him in the supporting cast offensively? 
Head Coach Kyle Shanahan: “He wasn't around this weekend. He was around Monday 
through Thursday. But I guess he around Thursday, we didn't pick on Thursday, so it was 
different from the start of the draft. But I mean we went into this draft that, just numbers 
wise that we were down in numbers at corner and O-Line and so it was nice to add two 
of those at each position. And then you try to take the best player available and you’ve 
got needs which you always want to address, but you never want to over address. So if 
the right player with your needs goes there, then it makes a lot of sense. So it was cool 
we came out with four of those guys in two different areas. The others just, we came out 
we felt with the best player at the time and I do think there's players that can help Trey, 
that can help our whole offense and I was really excited about the defensive guys we 
added today too.” 
 
Did you have any interaction with Brock Purdy leading up to this? Just tell us about 
him and what you liked about him? 
KS: “I didn't have any interaction with him. I was just going through this whole draft, I 
spend a lot of my time on all positions, knowing that we might not have the luxury to take 
a quarterback. It's stuff that our scouts get ahead on, I had [quarterbacks coach] Brian 
[Griese] and [assistant quarterbacks coach] Klay [Kubiak], Griese and Kubiak get on that 
the last couple months and they gave you a list of the guys they liked to try to narrow it 



down where possibilities were we would take one. And there aren't a lot when you get to 
that part of the draft. So he was a guy we knew early that was our number one free agent 
we were going to go after and when you get through there and they haven't been drafted 
and we got the last pick, we thought it was perfect. I mean, the guy has played a lot of 
football, plays the game the right way, is extremely tough, gets the ball to the right spot, 
plays very well in the pocket and a guy who can come in here and help fill out this roster 
and give himself a chance to make a team.” 
 
Two spots you guys didn't draft were center and safety which to novices maybe 
are like, well why didn't do you that. It looks like you might have needs there. Is 
that a reflection of just the way the draft fell or do you feel pretty comfortable with 
who you have? 
JL: “I think a little of both. And a free agent class that's come along that might include 
some candidates there as well and so you have these needs, but you also we have [OL] 
Jake Brendel who is not a household name but we have a lot of confidence in his ability, 
we have talked about [C Alex] Mack's situation, we'll see where that ends up. Zakelj might 
have some flex there as well. So we're going to work through it and we'll find it. We'll find 
that answer.” 
 
Would you consider moving OL Daniel Brunskill to the center or is he entrenched 
at guard? 
KS: “We consider all that stuff. We feel like we drafted two inside guys. They both played 
tackle in college, we feel like we drafted two inside guys, but you want to see everyone 
at center. Usually have one center, but you’ve got to have somebody else who can play 
it. Dan’s done that so you definitely have an option there. Just talked about Jake Brendel, 
who we're excited about. So keeping our fingers crossed on Mack, but we got to plan and 
know we can't count on it, but will have to have a center, love to have a safety, but we do 
the best with our picks and I love the guys that we did add and an O-Lineman who can 
play inside you hope they can play center, but we'll find that out in camp. Usually you pick 
your best eight and roll with it.” 
 
You're not into establishing the depth chart in late April but as far as strong safety 
is it--? 
KS: “When you look at the safety you would love to have a safety, but we’ve also got [DB] 
Jimmie Ward who I think he's pretty good. We spent a draft pick on [S Talanoa] Hufanga 
last year who we think had a really good rookie year. We brought in a really good safety 
in free agency in [S George] Odum, a special teams captain for his team, started a number 
of games for them at Indy this year and then we’ve got [DB] Tarvarius [Moore] coming 
back who in 2020, he played half a year as a starter and we thought he finished his last 
five games as a true starting safety and before that he was always one of our best special 
teams players. So you’ve got four NFL players there. You always want to upgrade and 
take the best, but you do have four NFL players there.” 
 
How is Tarvarius Moore looking? 
KS: “I think he's doing well. We're not allowed to see them out there until Monday, that's 
when coaches can go out on the field and so that's when we'll go out and work and do 



some drills and everything. But he was here the first two weeks and been working out 
with the guys and I'm excited about him.” 
 
Is there a scenario in which S Jaquiski Tartt could be back too? I know he's still out 
there. Have you guys talked with him at all? 
JL: “We haven't talked to him. We haven't gone there yet. We will see. He's a free agent. 
We think highly of Jaquiski, he's played a lot of good football for us and we're grateful for 
that. Talented, talented dude. And he'll play in this league and continue to play at a high 
level.” 
 
KS: “One other guy we know that we believe in as a person and everyone knows Tartt 
played at a high level and we would never rule out anybody like that.” 
 
When it comes to adding one of these veteran free agents is that something you 
want to do right away or could that wait until June or camp? 
KS: “I think I don't, I mean, if we feel it makes sense and someone else is willing to do it 
for the right price and we think that fits the spot on the roster, we would never have any 
problem with that. We would try to do that as soon as possible, but it's got to be right for 
both sides.” 
 
Do you have the financial wherewithal to do it right now or would you have to slide 
people off the roster? 
KS: “There's people upstairs working on that. They can figure out the algorithm or 
equation.” 
 
Do you have a date in mind when we can stop asking Alex Mack questions? 
JL: “You would have to ask Alex that.” 
 
KS: “We both have an idea which way he's leaning, but that's really not us to do that. It's 
kind of up to Alex.” 
 
He had such a good season in 2021. Does it surprise you that he's wavering? 
KS: “Yeah, I think he did a little bit, but it's also understandable. I mean, football's not the 
easiest thing to do no matter how much you enjoy the competition and he's up there in 
age. But in terms of how he looks on tape and how he was, everyone knows he can still 
play. So that's, whatever is best for him and his family, and I think that's something he's 
trying to work with. I know he just got married and went on an unbelievable honeymoon, 
so you don't want to ask those things right when they get back.” 
 
We talked about the relative depth of the roster already, and you didn't trade, nine 
of these guys coming in. Is that something that you just embrace and you know 
there's going to be a ton of competition for pretty few spots? 
JL: “We love the competition. We'll see where the undrafted free agent class ends up, but 
we're going to be close to the 90-man limit. We don't have to get all the way there. We 
like our roster. We really do. We think it's well-constructed and now we’ve got to go put it 
together. This is, there's teams that I think can compete for the thing, we think we're one 



of those, and now you’ve got to put the work in, have a tremendous offseason, come 
together as a team. There's so much movement on these rosters these days that that's 
what it really comes down to. Not every team has that type of roster that I think if you're 
honestly looking at it has an opportunity to go compete, and we believe that we do and 
now it's about our guys coming together and forming our identity as to who we are and 
we're excited about that process.” 
 
Was it your plan to use all nine picks coming into the draft or did you want to 
consolidate and move up? 
JL: “There was a couple times today we were on the phone thinking about moving up and 
then as long as you have a couple players that are still there, let's hang. We talked about 
going back. So it was different because we're used to moving around some, but it just 
played out that way, that nothing ever came to fruition and we were happy with the way it 
flowed.” 
 
Were there any more calls about WR Deebo Samuel and has anything changed with 
that? 
JL: “There wasn't. Nothing's changed.” 
 
This is kind of an odd question, but at the end draft is there a sense of relief? Is it 
a letdown like a wedding like you spent so much time planning it and then it's done 
or what do you think? 
JL: “I always think this process is so fun and I'm always so proud of our group the way 
we come together and work. It really is. The word collaborative is so overused, but I think 
our process really is that. Obviously, our staff upstairs, we're working on this thing non-
stop. Coaches are doing what they should do, coaching. But then Kyle asks a lot of his 
coaches, we ask a lot of his coaches to contribute to the process because we feel that's 
the way it's best done. The interesting thing this year is our coaching staff got shaken up 
a little. You lose some. [Miami Dolphins head coach] Mike McDaniel, some of those guys 
were tremendous evaluators and knew our system, but there was also an influx of new 
ideas and so that was really fun. So I think those guys contributed some things. But we 
have a system in place that is a well-oiled machine, so I think that it flows well. So I think 
that, at this time, I'm ready just to go have a good party. You put a lot of work in and now 
it's time to go celebrate the fruits of your labor and then get back to work. Phase two starts 
Monday.” 
 
KS: “I agree with everything he said, but I'm definitely celebrating that I don't have to 
watch college film until next February.” 
 
With Mike and so many other guys that used to work for you or run similar 
schemes, do you almost notice guys that you have graded coming off and you're 
like, oh? 
JL: “Yeah. Yeah, with [Washington Commanders general manager] Martin [Mayhew] at 
Washington, [Minnesota Vikings general manager] Kwesi [Adofo-Mensah] now at 
Minnesota, I think you're trained to see things a certain way, your R&D systems are 
similar, so a lot of the same players end up there. It's not always the same, but there's a 



lot of picks that we're taking and we're, ‘oh, man, we were coming after that guy,’ and vice 
versa.” 
 
KS: “You realize how much more it is in your sixth year because it's personnel, it's also 
coaches, because all the teams are set to-- we have guys we've coached with who were-
- our coaching staff and personnel staff are very involved in the process together, so 
wherever they branch off, whether it's Denver, Green Bay, New York, Washington, there's 
a lot more teams than it used to be, so you can kind of have an idea of who you think 
affected that pick.” 
 
In the past you've shared a couple stories about great calls that you’ve made. 
You're changing lives of these players. Do you have any of that stood out from this 
year's draft? 
JL: “Let me see here. Everyone's excited. I think [DL] Kalia Davis stood out. He was here 
on his 30 visit. We got to know him quite well. It's been a tough process for him coming 
off the ACL. I think it was extremely emotional for him. He got close with [defensive line 
coach] Kris [Kocurek] and [assistant defensive line coach] Darryl [Tapp] and [defensive 
coordinator] DeMeco [Ryans] and our staff as well as our personnel. That one stood out. 
Some of the special stories. [WR] Danny Gray, he's got quite a story. But even to guys 
we've never met, like a Zakelj, guys that are on our scouting staff have interviewed him 
and whatnot. I've never met him. But just having a good conversation back in Cleveland 
with his family.” 
 
KS: “Danny was cool, but I couldn’t even hear him because I think his parents were 
thanking us so much in the background. I think it was his dad, I'm assuming, but I'm not 
sure.” 
 
JL: “That's always one of the coolest things.” 
 
KS: “It's cooler when we can see it. On the phone you can’t see it. When you get to see 
it and actually talk to people it's a little better.” 
 
JL: “My favorite of all time was JK's, [DT Javon] Kinlaw’s dad was rolling on the carpet. 
That was pretty good.” 
 
There were a lot of offensive players, receivers, who were really fast at the combine 
this year, Danny Gray being one of them. What kind of distinguished him from 
those other guys and does he remind you of any other receivers that you've 
coached in the past? 
KS: “Yeah, I do think there's fast guys and then guys ahead of those guys and I think 
Danny is one of them. And there's anywhere from one to five in the draft and I think there 
was more in this draft than usual. Probably starting with the Alabama receiver in the first 
round [Detroit Lions WR Jameson Williams], so you label those guys and anyone who is 
in that club, which was barely any of them, and then you look who has the best hands out 
of them, the really fast guys do not have as good hands as others and you try to see who 
is the toughest, who stays the healthiest, so you hope all those things stay together. And 



what I like about Danny, I would say his number one trait was speed, but his number two 
trait was toughness, and I think that's a rare quality for those to be one and two, so I 
definitely like that about him a lot.” 
 
JL: “Going back to him, we pride ourselves on the yards after catch and I remember one 
time calling Kyle and saying, ‘Man, I just threw a screen reel on,’ and when you just have 
a speed guy, sometimes those guys are very linear athletes. He can take that ball. He's 
got that toughness, so he's kind of fearless but he can also, he can find his way. We call 
it slashing. He slashes his way through the defense and that was fun to find a guy with 
that much speed who also has the other elements. I think it only starts with toughness 
because if you're afraid, you're not going to go through there very fast, so he plays to his 
time speed, which is a rarity, both down the field and also with the ball in his hands.” 
 
Do you look at it as an opportunity to really get to know these guys as a handful of 
them will end up on the practice squad? 
KS: “That's the hardest thing about the NFL, that's why I talk about you want to get the 
best player available but you also got to look at numbers too. Our numbers were lower at 
corner and they're lower at O-line, so you know you have to have those numbers. Then 
you look at best players. But we got, like you look at our D-line, we got more NFL players 
on our D-line than can be on an NFL roster, so you think of how to take them and things 
like that and then it all plays into it and if you think that you're going to take a good guy 
early just because he's the best player, but they can't make your team. That sounds great, 
‘like, oh, we'll just put him on practice squad and we'll develop them.’ But everyone else 
in the league knows that they should have been a high-draft pick and I promise you they're 
not going to last long on your practice squad. So it's hard to develop a talented guy, 
because usually they're stolen. Other people have to think they're not talented for them 
to stay on your practice squad. So that's what's so stressful about a draft pick. When you 
take a high guy, who is that talented, if he's not ready to play, they're going to sit there on 
your roster until they're ready. Which can be week 8, it can be year two. You know they're 
that good, they just need more time, but there's no area to put them aside because of the 
53-man roster. So that's what the huge challenge is and that's why sometimes you see 
people trade back and things like that because it's not worth going for that guy there 
because you don't know if he can make your position on the team.” 
 
So that's why Kalia was such a luxury, because you don't need him and you can 
protect him by keeping him on PUP or-- ? 
JL: “Yeah, but we're not going to make any judgments on that. You get all these inflection 
points for a guy who's been injured. They have a re-check at the combine, so our docs 
were there. Kalia was there, but until you have him and see exactly where he is in his 
rehab, I think we got to look at him during his 30 visit, which gave us some confidence 
about where he's at, but we're really going to have to get him in here. So, no judgment as 
to whether he's ready at training camp or not. We're just not there yet, but we felt good 
enough about the talent that it was worth it.” 
 
KS: “It’s also hard, you have so many times where you think you're good there, and then 
someone gets hurt walking into the locker room in OTAs and you all of a sudden lost a 



guy and you’re like, ‘oh, man, I thought we had too many.’ There's no point in drafting a 
guy and then it's the first day of training camp or OTAs and one is done, and you're like, 
‘oh, my gosh, we should have taken that guy.’ Injuries are such a big deal and that's why 
you got to have some luck and you got to keep working at it.” 
 
Will you share how many free agents you plan to sign? 
JL: “That's kind of going on right now, so –” 
 
Is there a number? 
JL: “I would be lying if I told you, because it's like happening right now. A lot of competition 
out there, so we'll see. I'm getting updates as we go, but [vice president of football 
communications Corry Rush] will update you when that's done.” 
 
How much easier or harder was it? I think there were three times as many players 
that declared for the draft, because last year was weird with COVID. What was that 
difference like? 
JL: “Everyone's got their draft meetings planned. I think a common theme around the 
league, talking to my counterparts, where they went beyond and just because of the 
COVID there were more players in the pool. They had the opportunity to come back. A 
lot of kids took the opportunity, took advantage of that, and so there were more kids to 
grade, and it was a lot more work, but there's a lot more players to pick from, so that was 
cool.” 
 
Can you go more in-depth on QB Brock Purdy? What are the traits or the 
characteristics you see from him that stood out when you watched the film? 
KS: “He knows how to play the position well. He's go a ton of reps. You're not looking on 
what you can develop him into, you're looking at, this guy knows how to play the position, 
let's see how he can do it at this level. I think there's some traits that were very similar to 
[Las Vegas Raiders QB] Nick Mullens. He was a four-year starter, who played at a very 
high level in college and people want to know how he can do it at this level and that's 
probably why we got him where we did, but this is a very hard position to play and he 
does it extremely consistent. I love how balanced he is in the pocket, I love that he'll hang 
in there, doesn't need good protection to get rid of the ball and usually if someone's open 
he gets the ball to the right spot.” 
 
So there's no priority placed on getting quarterbacks that look like stylistically like 
QB Trey Lance, because you have QB Nate Sudfeld under contract, you have – 
KS: “There would be if we thought the right guy was there. I would love to draw up the 
perfect balance of everybody, but you're going to try to take the guys who you think that 
are the best when you have the opportunity to take them. We thought pretty strongly that 
Brock was at that point.” 
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I noticed that you’ve played guard, tackle – what do you think the 49ers have in 
mind for you as far as your rookie fit? 
“I’m going to play wherever they need me. I’m not going to come in and suggest one spot 
over another. I have a lot of versatility and can play inside or outside, so that’s why I feel 
comfortable. So, wherever they need me, that’s where I’m going to play.” 
 
Are you familiar with T Trent Williams and his ability at left tackle? 
“Most definitely. Trent Williams is a freak of nature. I’m just glad I got the selection, so I 
can come in and learn as much as possible from that dude. I like to watch his game and 
study his style of play, so actually, getting this opportunity and a chance to meet with him, 
play with the dude, that’s a blessing.” 
 
Can you describe your style of play, both your strengths and your weaknesses? 
“I’ll start with my weaknesses. Sometimes my aggressive nature sacrifices my technique. 
So, I just need to play more under control, and with my passes, I need to take that one 
extra kick at the end of the set. I had too much weight on the inside of my foot, so just 
making sure that my shoulders are balanced, so that way I can still have a good anchor. 
There’s always room for improvement with hand placement. Just playing under control 
and refining the technique and the little things within the game. Some of my strengths, 
I’m going to run off the ball, for sure. You don’t ever have to worry about me lacking on a 
play. I play hard all the time. I treat the game as a sacred field that you play on. The game 
means a lot to me, so I’m not going to disrespect it. The other thing that I do really well is 
coming off and striking on the second level. I’m good with combo blocks, especially in the 
zone concept. I’m good on the back side of zone, front side of zone, especially with the 
outside scheme that they run. I just feel like it was a perfect fit.” 
 
You mentioned the zone concept, how much of that did you guys run at UTSA and 
are you familiar with how the 49ers run their offensive line? 
“Yes, I am familiar. They run it with a fullback replacing the tight end. I like the concept 
that they run, and the outside zone concept was something we played at UTSA. Just 
getting the opportunity to expand on that and learn more about it in the next level of play 
is a blessing.” 
 
When you were talking to NFL teams, did a majority view you at a certain position? 
Did they view you as a guard or a tackle? 



“It depended on what system they were in. Some teams had me at guard, some had me 
at tackle, some teams had me at both. So, it just depended on what the fit was with their 
system and what they saw fit for me.” 
 
How familiar are you with Head Coach Kyle Shanahan’s offense and how mobile 
he asks offensive lineman to be? 
“He is a legend with the offense that he runs. Like I said, I feel like it is a perfect fit. You 
can just look at the lineup of guys he already has on the offensive line roster. They go in 
there and they refine offensive linemen to be the best that they can possibly be. I’m just 
happy.” 
 
What kind of interaction did you have with them in the run up? Did you have a visit 
or a Zoom? 
“Yes, sir. They came to my campus, then I ended up bumping into them again at the 
Senior Bowl. Then I talked to one of their scouts at the combine. Then I had a top 30 visit, 
I had a Zoom call with the offensive line coach. It was good.” 
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Is it Sam or Samuel? How would you describe your style of play? 
“My full name is Samuel, but you can call me Sam. I’m a lockdown, press corner in your 
face, but I’m also good at being a man corner, overall. I improved in my zone to fulfill my 
all-around coverage. I’m physical, too. I like to get hands-on. I like to tackle. I like to do it 
all.” 
 
How much contact did you have with the 49ers during this process, if any, and how 
familiar are you with their defense? 
“I had some contact with the DB coach [defensive passing game specialist/secondary 
coach Cory Undlin], a Zoom call with the DB coach. I met the GM, [John] Lynch, at a bowl 
game, and I just also talked to scouts. There were a few scouts at my pro day. When I 
did good there, scouts were just calling me here and there throughout the weeks. I’m 
familiar with their defense. They run a similar defense to what I ran in college, in terms of 
playing man, Cover 3, switching it up to Cover 4. That is all similar to what I did in college.” 
 
I saw you were a walk-on. Is that because colleges totally missed on you, or did 
you just improve a lot at Toledo? 
“It was both. Out of high school, I, for sure, should have had offers, but I played a role in 
that too. I was playing basketball, so I didn’t really know which sport I wanted to do, and 
I chose late. I didn’t really go to camps and get that exposure like kids do nowadays. So, 
that was kind of on me. My tape was good, so a lot of colleges missed out on a dog.” 
 
Have the 49ers talked to you about where you might be playing on the defense? 
How has this process been for you? What was getting the call like today? 
“Yeah, we talked about playing a majority inside, as well as playing special teams. I also 
have the versatility to play outside and we talked about that also. This journey and this 
road that I’ve been on in getting to this moment, it was just so surreal. I really couldn’t 
believe it. When I got that call, I knew the area code, so I knew what team it was coming 
from as soon as I got the call. It was just so surreal. Once I saw my name on that board, 
just seeing my family light up with me, it was just an amazing moment that I can’t take 
away.” 
 
You mentioned playing inside. The 49ers, this past year, a lot of their biggest plays 
on defense were blitzes from the slot cornerback. How much experience do you 
have blitzing and if you do have some experience blitzing, do you enjoy that facet 
of the game? 



“I have a lot of experience blitzing and a lot of reps, whether it is in practice or a game. I 
like it. I feel like when I come off on that edge, I can use my speed by being fast and 
having the lineman try to get his hands on me real quick. I feel like I can get to that 
quarterback when I’m blitzing and make a play back there because I’m so fast.” 
 
Didn’t you and CB Ambry Thomas used to be high school rivals? Did you have a 
pretty big game against his team about six years ago? 
“Yeah, I don’t like his school, but we have a good relationship. That’s my man, that’s my 
brother. We worked out a couple of times and chopped it up a couple of times. I’m familiar 
with him. When I played against him in high school, we played them at least twice a year, 
whether it was the playoffs or regular season. They got the best of us, but I feel like in our 
matchup – between me and him – I got the best of him.” 
 
Have you spoken to Ambry Thomas recently? 
“I haven’t talked to him since the summer, a matter of fact, during the season I reached 
out to him and congratulated him about how he finished the season, especially when he 
got that pick against the Rams. I just congratulated him and told him how he’s working 
hard. He just said, ‘you are going to get to this day and this level.’ It is ironic that we are 
on the same team now.” 
 
Are there any cornerbacks in the NFL that you watch in particular and model your 
game after? 
“I don’t really model my game after anyone, specifically. I watch different corners whether 
they are legends or Hall-of-Famers that used to play or new ones, like [Los Angeles Rams 
CB] Jalen Ramsey. I just take bits and pieces and learn what they are saying, the 
knowledge that they are giving, and I just try to add it to my game and bring it all in one.” 
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You look like you play a lot of tackle but you also saw some guard action at the 
Senior Bowl, which position do you prefer and have the 49ers spoken to you about 
where they envision you? 
“I haven’t really had a lot of specific talks like that. I’ve just kind of been going through 
their general team outside zone. I did play tackle in college so that is obviously where I’m 
most comfortable at. I think getting those reps at the Senior Bowl at guard and broaden 
my horizons, get some flexibility, I think that showed value throughout the whole process. 
I definitely see myself as more of a guard at the next level.” 
 
I read in a scouting report that you were a no-star high school recruit. Given that, 
when you first got to Fordham, were you thinking you could be an NFL draft pick? 
What were your football aspirations? 
“Yeah, obviously I was fairly underrecruited coming out of high school. I only played O-
line my senior year of high school because I went through a late growth spurt. So, I was 
considering schools like Fordham, Columbia, schools like that. As I got to Fordham, 
obviously you want to go to the NFL, but that wasn’t my purpose for going to Fordham. I 
went to Fordham to get a great education and play ball at a D-1 level. That’s a big reason 
why I went to Fordham, just because of the great academics there. I was able to get my 
undergrad and my masters while I was there, while also achieving my goal of eventually 
getting to the NFL. I think it all comes through hard work in the end.” 
 
Are you familiar with T Trent Williams and his abilities at left tackle? 
“Yeah, I’d say I’m very familiar with Trent Williams because I think that he’s someone who 
I like to watch the most. I don’t try to take much from his game because I don’t think there 
are many guys who are able to do the things he does on the field. With how freaky athletic 
he is and how technically sound he is, I think that watching him whether it is in the wide 
zone scheme getting out in space, or the one-handed snatches he does on the field, he’s 
definitely one of the most entertaining players to watch in the NFL, not just O-lineman. 
The stuff he’s able to do on the field is great.” 
 
How similar is what you guys did at Fordham, zone blocking wise, to what the 49ers 
do? Do you guys watch Head Coach Kyle Shanahan’s offense? 
“Yeah, I’d say it’s fairly similar, with a lot of zone reads in there, too. At Fordham, we didn’t 
really go as much wide zone and getting out in space with the pull stuff that the Niners 
like to do. We played a lot of tight zone, maybe even some counter here and there. I 



definitely think it will be a treat having a seamless transition. I’m excited to get a better 
grasp on the offense and learn as much as I can.” 
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How good-to-go are you going to be after your knee injury and how is that recovery 
coming along? 
“I’m five months out of surgery. I’m going to get with the 49ers and their training staff. I 
just can’t wait to work with them. We will take it from there. I’m blessed. I’m happy right 
now.” 
 
Can you take me through your positional history? I saw you played linebacker, but 
I’m not sure what level you played at. I saw you played defensive end before moving 
inside. How has your path influenced your current style of play on the inside? 
“I played linebacker in high school, and I was recruited in college as a linebacker, so I 
played linebacker my freshman and sophomore year at UCF. Then in my junior year, 
that’s when I moved to defensive end. Five games into my 2019 season, I moved to 
defensive tackle, and I’ve been a defensive tackle ever since.” 
 
Can you talk about your visit to the 49ers and your interaction with defensive line 
coach Kris Kocurek, and whether you thought the 49ers might be the spot for you? 
“Yeah, so I met him at the combine already as a formal meeting. I met the whole staff, 
met [general manager] John Lynch, met everybody. Then, they brought me in on the 30 
visit. We just got to know each other a little bit more. Coach Kris was taking me through 
the defense. He was just showing me how similar the UCF defense is to San Fran’s. It is 
a perfect situation for me. I just have to come in and work.” 
 
Kris Kocurek’s style is very vocal, very loud. Are you used to, or ready for, that 
type of coaching? 
“Of course. When I first moved to defensive tackle, my coach’s name was coach [Shane] 
Burnham and now he is at Florida State. Him and Coach Kris have a similar play style in 
that they want to get everything out of you. I actually prefer that coaching style because 
I’m fairly new to the position. With coach Burnham pushing me like that, that made me 
into the player I am.” 
 
Can you take us through this journey of being drafted today? How was getting the 
call from the 49ers? 
“It was surreal. I was just sitting on the couch, just watching the picks go by. My mom told 
me to keep faith and be patient. Then, I got a call five minutes later. It was a very surreal 
moment for me. It is just unfortunate that I had the knee injury last year, but I’m ready to 
work now.” 
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What was your contact with the 49ers leading up to the draft? 
“I talked to them at the combine and some scouts called me as well.” 
 
Can you describe your strengths and weaknesses as a cornerback? 
“I feel like I came from a system where I did a whole lot. I ran cover-3 and man. You name 
it, we did it, so I’m well-versed in all coverages. I can cover, my size, my speed. Of course, 
I can work on my eyes and all the fundamentals. The league is super fundamental-based 
and that is what separates people. I’m just ready to work as hard as I can and go. This is 
amazing.” 
 
Can you take us through the day getting the call from the 49ers and was your 
grandmother with you when you got the call? 
“No, she was downstairs. I watched it with my teammates from high school and college. 
It was a super emotional day. Just waiting for your name to be called was the hardest 
part, but when the 49ers called me, my whole mood changed. I’m ready to go to work, no 
matter what. I’m ready to put my best foot forward and show the world what I can do.” 
 
How familiar are you with the 49ers current cornerbacks and what excites you 
about playing with them? 
“I know they have [CB] Ambry Thomas, he went to Michigan. I know they just got another 
guy in the draft. I’m kind of familiar with the system and the things that they do. I’m ready 
to learn with all the vets, just like I did in college when I came in. I was a sponge and tried 
to learn as much as I could and I just took off from there. I’m super happy to learn from 
all the vets there and I can’t wait to get to work.” 
 
You played just three games in 2020. Did you have an injury and what was it? 
“Yes. I was dealing with stingers.” 
 
Are there any particular NFL cornerbacks that you have modeled your game after 
throughout your career? 
“I wouldn’t say modeled, but definitely watched. Guys like [former NFL CB] Richard 
Sherman, just how smart he is. Guys like [Los Angeles Rams CB] Jalen Ramsey, [free 
agent CB] Kyle Fuller, [Buffalo Bills CB] Tre'Davious White, a lot of those guys are just 
good at the fundamentals and are dogs. When you add those two things, you’re kind of 
unstoppable.” 
 



What are you most looking forward to in starting your NFL career? 
“I think just to prove myself again. We are starting at square one. I’m going to be a rookie 
again and I can’t wait to shock the world and prove everything that I know. I can’t wait to 
bring it to the 49ers. I have family in The Bay, so this is a dream come true. It is a perfect 
spot for me and I can’t wait to go to work.” 
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What were your impressions going into the draft? Did you have any inclination of 
what teams were coming after you or if you were going to hit the undrafted market? 
“Yeah, going into the draft the feedback that I was hearing was anywhere from four to 
undrafted. For me, obviously I believed in myself and understood that I could go in and 
compete on an NFL roster, that’s just who I am. Going into the draft, I was at peace with 
whatever was going to happen. Obviously, I was anxious, really from the fourth round on, 
trying to wait for a call, get my name called, hear from my agent, those kinds of things. 
Then when I got called at the end, I felt relieved just knowing that I was secure in where 
I was going.” 
 
Being Mr. Irrelevant, there is a ceremony for you and joking around. Do you 
embrace this and what surrounds the 262nd pick in the draft? 
“I think it is a funny thing. If you’re a fan or a family friend, it is fun to laugh about it. For 
me, I’m looking at it as an opportunity. A team believed in me and now I get my opportunity 
to go and play football. That’s what I want my career to be, my job to be. Now I have the 
opportunity to do so. That’s how I’m looking at it. From the outside, yeah, I guess it’s a 
funny thing. I’ll embrace the role and have fun with it, for sure, but at the end of the day, 
I’m trying to help a team win a Super Bowl. That’s where my mindset is at with it.” 
 
What kind of interaction did you have with quarterbacks coach Brian Griese in the 
lead up to the draft? 
“We had a Zoom meeting about a month ago. Him and [assistant quarterbacks coach] 
Klay Kubiak, we’ve been talking. Klay Kubiak has called me a couple of times outside of 
the Zoom meeting. Our Zoom went great, and we broke down my thought processes in 
some of the games I was playing in. We watched my film and I think we hit it off really 
well. I think they respect the way I go about things, my football IQ, the way I lead, the 
intangibles I think the like. We had a great meeting on Zoom and like I said, talked with 
Coach Kubiak periodically up until the draft. That’s the communication we had.” 
 
Did you miss any games in college due to injury? I think you played in most of 
them. What was a point of pride for you? 
“Yeah, I have never missed a game due to injury. There have been games where I’ve 
gotten hurt, and had to leave the game, but I’ve come back. That’s something that I’m 
prideful in, being tough. I’m not a quitter. I try to play through injury for the guys on the 
field that I’m playing with. I think that is one of the strengths that I have as a player. I’m 



durable and I can take hits. I’m gritty and crafty in the way that I play. It is something that 
I have clearly shown in the past four years and something I can hang my hat on.” 
 
What do you know about the 49ers quarterback history and what they have 
currently with QB Trey Lance, QB Jimmy Garoppolo, and QB Nate Sudfeld? 
“The history, they have one of the greats in [HOF QB] Joe Montana, and then [HOF QB] 
Steve Young. After that, I’m not so sure. With Trey Lance and Jimmy Garoppolo, man, 
what they did last year and the years before with Jimmy G, I respect them so much. It is 
enjoyable watching them. How Jimmy operated within the system and being so decisive, 
I really respected that. With Trey Lance, obviously he had a great career in college and 
he’s the guy that coaches want to build around. I respect that, too. I respect his game and 
I want to go in and help build that quarterback room up as best as I can with whatever 
they need me to do. I’m all for the team, so that’s where I’m at.” 
 
Are there quarterbacks that you looked up to, modeled your game after, see 
yourself as being similar to in the league or previously in the league? 
“Yeah, growing up for me I loved [HOF QB] Brett Favre and how competitive he was, how 
tough he was and the way he made things happen. Recently, watching [former NFL QB] 
Drew Brees and [Denver Broncos QB] Russell Wilson, those kind of guys with similar 
statures like mine who get the job done and are decisive. Russell is able to be crafty 
outside the pocket. There are things that I admire about his game, have watched and 
tried to dissect. I really respect those guys and have watched them for years.”  
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