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PERSONAL
•	 Attended El Cerrito (CA) HS where he was named American Fam-

ily Insurance first team all-USA California and first team San Fran-
cisco Chronicle all-metro in 2016

•	 Majored in film, television and theatre at Notre Dame.
•	 Born Aaron Banks (9/3/97) in Alameda, CA.

BANKS’ TRANSACTIONS

	 Originally a 2nd-round (48th overall) draft choice by SF in 2021.

BANKS’ GOLDEN NUGGETS
•	 Was given the nickname ‘The Dancing Bear’ by former Notre 

Dame offensive coordinator Chip Long due to his energy and 
playing style.

•	 As a sophomore at Notre Dame, hosted pizza night every Thurs-
day night in his apartment to help the offensive line bond off 
the field. “We have those guys every week, it’s our pizza night. 
But it’s not always at our house. We move it around a little bit,” 
Banks said. “Pizza night has been a thing among the o-line for 
a long time, and it’s a tradition.”

•	 While attending El Cerrito (CA) HS, Banks, realizing that the 
school’s weight room was limited, took it upon himself to find 
additional ways to train in a local gym. “Yeah, we didn’t have 
a lot of weights,” Banks said. “So myself and my little brother 
would go before school, at like 4:30 in the morning and go lift.”

AARON BANKS
6-5   ×   325   ×   NOTRE DAME
9.3.97   ×   EL CERRITO, CA   ×   ROOKIE   ×   ACQUIRED D-2 IN ‘21     

OL

AWARDS & HONORS
2021: 	 49ers Community Relations Rookie Player Award

GOLDMINE
•	 Originally from El Cerrito, Banks grew up less than an hour from 

Levi’s Stadium. For Draft Day, Banks and his large family rented 
a house in Napa to wait for his name to be called. Learning his 
football path brought him right back to where it all started, the 
moment was not lost on him. “[It’s] crazy how this journey brought 
me right back home,” Banks said. The chorus of screams from his 
family upon hearing his name associated with the hometown 
team resonates with Banks and his excitement to return. 

•	 At El Cerrito High School, Banks was a dual-sport athlete as a cen-
ter on the baskteball team and an offensive and defensive lineman 
on the football team. The basketball team won the North Coast 
Section champion with Banks in the paint and he also helped El 
Cerrito to its first-ever NCS football championship in 2013.

•	 Banks has three dogs, two huskies and a pitbull mix. The dogs are 
named Waffles, Pancakes and Beans. 

COLLEGE 
Appeared in 38 games (31 
starts) in 4 years (2017-
20) at Notre Dame. As a 
senior in 2020, started all 
12 games, including an ap-
pearance in the CFP Semi-
final. Named First-Team 
AFCA All-America and As-
sociated Press First-Team 
All-America as a senior. 
Started all 13 games as a 
junior in 2019 and helped 
the Irish rank 13th nation-
ally in scoring offense. 
Played in all 13 games (6 
starts) as a sophomore in 
2018. Did not see game ac-
tion as a freshman in 2017.

BANKS’ CAREER STATISTICS

Milestones: 
NFL Debut: vs. LAR (11/15/21) 

GAMES/STARTS: 9/0: 2021 (9/0)
POSTSEASON GAMES/STARTS: 1/0: 2021 (1/0)




