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The Texans scored 30-or-more points six times in 2017, which tied 
the franchise record for the most games with 30-or-more points 
in a season (2012). Houston also threw for the third-most passing 
touchdowns in a single season in franchise history (28) and the 
most completions of 25-or-more yards in a single season in fran-
chise history (38). 

Welker played 12 seasons in the NFL with the San Diego Chargers 
(2004), Miami Dolphins (2004-06), New England Patriots (2007-
12), Denver Broncos (2013-14) and St. Louis Rams (2015). He ap-
peared in 175 games (102 starts) and registered 903 receptions for 
9,924 yards and 50 touchdowns. On special teams, he returned 183 
kickoffs for 4,138 yards (22.6 average) and one touchdown along 
with 264 punts for 2,584 yards. He also saw action in 13 postseason 
contests (11 starts) and added 88 receptions for 866 yards and five 
touchdowns. One of the most decorated undrafted players of all 
time, Welker was a four-time AP All-Pro [First-Team (2009 & 2011) 
& Second-Team (2007-08)] honoree, selected to the Pro Bowl five 
times (2009-13) and led the NFL in receptions three times (2007, 
2009 & 2011). He also holds the record for most receptions by an 
undrafted wide receiver in NFL history (903) to go along with 9,924 
career receiving yards and 50 career receiving touchdowns. Welk-
er appeared in three Super Bowls (XLII, XLVI & XLVIII) throughout 
his career and registered 26 receptions for 247 yards.

Welker was selected to the Pro Bowl or All-Pro Team in every sea-
son with the Patriots. He holds numerous franchise records for 
New England, including the five highest single-season reception 
totals in Patriots history (2007-09 & 2011-12) and the franchise re-
cord for receiving yards in a season (1,569 in 2011). Additionally, he 
holds the franchise records for most receptions in a single game 
(16), most receiving yards in a single game (217), longest reception 
(99 yards) and most career receptions (672). Welker was the first 
player in NFL history to put together five seasons with 100-or-more 
receptions and is still the only player in NFL history with five years 
with 110-or-more receptions. 

Wes Welker is in his third season as the 49ers wide receivers coach. 
He joined San Francisco after spending the previous two years 
(2017-18) with the Houston Texans as the team’s offensive/special 
teams assistant.

Welker’s guidance helped rookie WR Brandon Aiyuk lead the team 
with 60 receptions for 748 yards and five touchdowns, while rush-
ing for 77 yards and two touchdowns on six carries. His seven to-
tal touchdowns are the third-most by a 49ers rookie since 1970 
[RB Roger Craig (1983) – 12 touchdowns; RB Earl Cooper (1980) – 
nine touchdowns]. Aiyuk’s 60 receptions and 748 receiving yards 
ranked second and third, respectively, among rookies in franchise 
history. WR Deebo Samuel notched 33 receptions for 391 yards and 
one touchdown.

In 2019, the 49ers receiving corps was led by rookie WR Deebo 
Samuel, who registered 57 receptions for 802 yards and three 
touchdowns while also adding 14 carries for 159 yards (11.4 aver-
age) and three touchdowns. His 57 receptions and 802 receiving 
yards each ranked second among all rookies in franchise history. 
Samuel also became the first wide receiver in franchise history to 
record three rushing touchdowns in a single season. WR Emman-
uel Sanders, who was acquired in a trade prior to Week 8, notched 
36 receptions for 502 yards and three touchdowns, while WR Ken-
drick Bourne tallied 30 receptions for 358 yards and a career-high 
five touchdowns.

The 2018 Texans finished the season with the fifth-most punt return 
yards (327) in the NFL and ranked tied for seventh after averaging 
24.4 yards per kick return. WR DeAndre Hopkins registered career 
highs in receptions (115) and receiving yards (1,572) to go along with 
11 touchdown receptions. He receiving yardage total ranked sec-
ond in the NFL as he also averaged 98.3 receiving yards per game.

In his first season on the Texans staff in 2017, Hopkins was named 
Associated Press First-Team All-Pro for the first time in his career 
after finishing with 96 receptions for 1,378 yards and a franchise-re-
cord 13 touchdowns, making him one of 14 players in NFL history, at 
that time, to post those numbers in a season and the third-young-
est ever to do so. Hopkins finished the season ranked sixth in the 
NFL in receptions (96), fourth in receiving yards (1,378), first in re-
ceiving touchdowns (13), fourth in receiving first downs (69), first in 
receptions of 25-or-more yards (17) and third in 100-yard receiving 
games (five).

In 2017, Hopkins (13 receiving touchdowns) and WR Will Fuller V 
(seven) combined for 20 receiving touchdowns, which was the 
most by any pair of teammates in the NFL on the season and the 
most by any pair of teammates in franchise history. The Texans had 
two receivers with seven-or-more touchdown receptions in a sea-
son one other time in franchise history (2008). Fuller V registered 
28 receptions for 423 yards (15.1 average) and a single-season ca-
reer-high seven touchdowns in 10 games. He scored a touchdown 
on seven of his first 11 receptions of the season. WR Braxton Miller 
also had a career year with the Texans in 2017, setting career highs 
in receptions (19), receiving yards (162), receiving average (8.5) and 
tied his career high in touchdowns (one) in 11 games.

WES WELKER
WIDE RECEIVERS
17TH NFL SEASON (12 PLAYING/5 COACHING)   ×   3RD WITH 49ERS  
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WELKER’S BACKGROUND
YEARS COACHING BACKGROUND HEAD COACH
2019-current Wide Receivers, San Francisco 49ers Kyle Shanahan
2017-18 Offensive/Special Teams Assistant, Houston Texans Bill O’Brien
2015  *Wide Receiver, St. Louis Rams Jeff Fisher
2013-14 *Wide Receiver, Denver Broncos John Fox
2007-12 *Wide Receiver, New England Patriots Bill Belichick
2004-06 *Wide Receiver, Miami Dolphins Nick Saban/Jim Bates/Dave  
    Wannstedt
2004  *Wide Receiver, San Diego Chargers Marty Schottenheimer
2000-03 *Wide Receiver, Texas Tech University Mike Leach

*Player 

From 2004-06, Welker put up the second most all-purpose yards 
(6,216) in NFL history in a player’s first three seasons, trailing only 
Gale Sayers, and still holds the Dolphins all-time records for total 
kickoff returns (166), kickoff return yardage (3,756) and total punt 
returns (127). Welker spent the 2013 and 2014 seasons with the 
Broncos, where he participated in his third Super Bowl, and then 
played eight games for the Rams in 2015 before retiring from the 
NFL. 

Welker attended Texas Tech University where he registered 259 
receptions for 3,019 yards and 21 touchdowns to go along with 
79 rushes for 456 yards and two touchdowns. As a punt returner, 
he scored eight touchdowns in his college career, which was tied 
for the NCAA record. In 2003, Welker won the Mosi Tatupu Award, 
given annually to the best special teams player in college football, 
and was named to the Sports Illustrated All-Decade Team as a punt 
returner. Welker and his wife, Anna, have two children: son, Carter, 
and daughter, Caroline.


