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Tony Oden is in his first season as the 49ers defensive backs/cor-
nerbacks coach. He joined San Francisco after spending the pre-
vious two seasons with the Miami Dolphins as the team’s safeties 
(2019) and defensive backs coach (2018).

The 2019 Miami safeties saw first-year S Steven Parker, in his first 
full season with the Dolphins working with Oden, register career 
highs in games played (14), games started (four), tackles (19) and 
passes defensed (three) while tying a team high with two intercep-
tions. 

As defensive backs coach for the Dolphins in 2018, Oden led a 
Miami secondary that assisted in 21 interceptions, which ranked 
second in the NFL and were the most by the Dolphins in a single 
season since 2003. The Dolphins secondary registered 17 of the 21 
interceptions, the second-most in the NFL. CB Xavien Howard reg-
istered a career-high seven interceptions, which was tied for first in 
the NFL as he earned his first career trip to the Pro Bowl. Rookie S 
Minkah Fitzpatrick finished the season with two interceptions, tied 
for seventh among NFL rookies. 

Before joining the Dolphins, Oden spent four seasons (2014-17) as 
the defensive backs/cornerbacks coach of the Detroit Lions. From 
2014-17, the Lions registered 58 interceptions, the ninth-most in the 
NFL during that span. 

The 2017 Lions finished tied for fourth in the NFL with 19 intercep-
tions. Detroit finished tied for the team record with seven defensive 
touchdowns, with CBs Nevin Lawson and D.J. Hayden each scoring 
on fumble recoveries for touchdowns. CB Darius Slay’s career-high 
eight interceptions were tied for the most in the NFL that season. 
Slay also finished with 60 tackles and led the NFL with 26 passes 
defensed, earning First-Team All-Pro honors and the first Lions cor-
nerback to make the Pro Bowl since 2004 and the first of his career. 

In 2016, Lawson and Slay finished fourth and fifth respectively in 
tackles for Detroit, while Slay led the team with 13 passes defensed. 
Detroit earned a NFC Wild Card playoff berth after finishing with a 
9-7 record. 

Oden worked with rookie cornerback Quandre Diggs in 2015, with 
the sixth-round selection finishing with 35 tackles, six passes de-
fensed, one forced fumble and one fumble recovery. In his first sea-
son in Detroit in 2014, Oden coached Slay, who ranked tied for sixth 
in the NFL and second among rookies and second-year players 
with 17 passes defensed. Detroit finished tied for third in the NFL 
with 20 interceptions that season. 

Prior to his time in Detroit, Oden was cornerbacks coach for the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 2013. Tampa Bay was tied for third in 
the NFL with 21 interceptions, with CB Darrelle Revis earning Pro 
Bowl honors in his only season with the team after registering 50 
tackles, a team-high 11 passes defensed, two interceptions and two 
forced fumbles. Rookie second round CB Johnthan Banks led the 
team with three interceptions that season. 

In 2012, Oden was the secondary coach of the Jacksonville Jag-
uars. CB Derek Cox tied a career high and led the team with four 
interceptions to go along with 11 passes defensed. S Dawan Landry 
finished with 100 tackles and one interception. 

Oden was part of the New Orleans Saints organization for six sea-
sons (2006-11), serving as the assistant secondary coach (2006-
10) and later moving to secondary coach for one year (2011). With 
the Saints, Oden and New Orleans won the NFC South three times 
(2006, 2009, 2011) and Super Bowl XLIV. Oden’s secondary helped 
a Saints defense finish fourth in the NFL in 2010, allowing 193.9 
passing yards per game, and third in the NFL in the same category 
in 2006 (178.4). S Roman Harper earned Pro Bowl honors following 
the 2009 and 2010 seasons. 

Oden first entered the NFL in 2004 with the Houston Texans, where 
he was a defensive assistant and assistant defensive backs coach 
for two seasons (2004-05). In 2004, Houston ranked fifth in the 
NFL after registering 22 interceptions, the most in a single season 
in franchise history. 

Before coaching in the NFL, Oden served as defensive backs coach 
at Eastern Michigan University (2003), after spending three sea-
sons at East Carolina University as the safeties coach (2002), sec-
ondary coach (2001) and outside linebackers coach (2000). Prior 
to joining East Carolina, Oden was the assistant defensive backs 
coach at Army West Point (1998-99). He began his coaching career 
as assistant defensive backs coach at Millersville (PA) University in 
1996, followed by one season as a graduate assistant working with 
the wide receivers at Boston College (1997).

Oden played linebacker at Baldwin-Wallace College where he 
earned First-Team Ohio Athletic Conference honors twice and was 
a 1994 Division III All-American. A native of Cleveland, OH, Oden 
and his wife, Amanda, have a son, Jaylen, and a daughter, Ryan.
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ODEN’S BACKGROUND
YEARS COACHING BACKGROUND HEAD COACH
2020-current Defensive Backs/Cornerbacks, San Francisco 49ers Kyle Shanahan
2018-19 Safeties, Miami Dolphins Adam Gase/Brian Flores
2014-17 Defensive Backs/Cornerbacks, Detroit Lions Jim Caldwell
2013  Secondary/Cornerbacks, Tampa Bay Buccaneers Greg Schiano
2012  Secondary, Jacksonville Jaguars Mike Mularkey
2011   Secondary, New Orleans Saints Sean Payton
2006-10 Assistant Secondary, New Orleans Saints Sean Payton
2004-05 Defensive Assistant/Assistant Defensive Backs, Houston Texans Dom Capers
2003  Defensive Backs, Eastern Michigan University Al Lavan/Jeff Woodruff
2002  Safeties, East Carolina University Steve Logan
2001  Secondary, East Carolina University Steve Logan
2000  Outside Linebackers, East Carolina University Steve Logan
1998-99 Assistant Defensive Backs, Army West Point Bob Sutton
1997   Graduate Assistant, Boston College Tom O’Brien
1996  Assistant Defensive Backs, Millersville University Gene Carpenter
1992-95 *Linebacker, Baldwin-Wallace College Bob Packard

*Player 




