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Stan Kwan is in his 30th season in the NFL and fourth as an assis-
tant special teams coach with the 49ers. He joined San Francisco 
after four seasons (2013-16) as the assistant special teams coach 
with the New Orleans Saints.  

In 2019, while working alongside special teams coordinator Richard 
Hightower, the 49ers special teams unit posted an average starting 
field position of the 32.1 yard line, ranking second in the NFL (NE 
- 32.7). San Francisco also held opponents to an average starting 
field position of the 24.7 yard line, which ranked seventh. K Robbie 
Gould connected on 23 of 31 field goal attempts and finished the 
season with 110 points, marking his third-consecutive 100-or-more 
point season with the 49ers. He was also named Special Teams 
Player of the Month for December for the third-consecutive season 
since joining the 49ers in 2017. Rookie P Mitch Wishnowsky regis-
tered a 44.9 punt average which ranked second among all rookies 
in franchise history (min. 20 punts). WR Richie James Jr. ranked 
seventh in the NFL in punt return average (8.0) and 10th in kickoff 
return average (21.4).

San Francisco’s special teams units flourished in 2018. K Robbie 
Gould set the 49ers single-season franchise record for field goal 
percentage (97.1), as he connected on 33 of 34 field goal attempts 
and finished the season with 126 points. He also set the franchise 
record for most consecutive field goals made (33) and finished 
the season connecting on each of his final 23 attempts. Gould was 
named NFC Special Teams Player of the Month for December and 
was a two-time recipient of the NFC Special Teams Player of the 
Week Award (Week 2 & 15). Rookie WR Richie James Jr. was named 
All-NFC kick returner by the PFWA as he averaged 25.2 yards per 
kickoff return, which ranked seventh in the NFL. James Jr. also reg-
istered the team’s first kickoff return for a touchdown (97 yards) 
since 2011.   

In 2017, the 49ers special teams units excelled. Veteran K Robbie 
Gould had a career year, leading the NFL with a career-high 39 
made field goals and finishing third in the NFL with a career-high 
145 points. Gould’s 39 made field goals are the second-most in a sin-
gle-season in franchise history (K David Akers – 44 made field goals 
in 2011) and tied for the third-most in a single-season in NFL history. 
P Bradley Pinion set a career high with 41.3 net punting average 
and the punt coverage unit ranked second in the NFL, allowing 4.2 
yards per return. The 4.2 opponent punt return average was the 
eighth-best in the NFL since 2001.      

In 2016, Kwan worked with Saints P Thomas Morstead, who ranked 
fourth in the NFL with a 48.3 punting average. Rookie K Wil Lutz 
made 28 of his 34 field goal attempts (82.4 percent) and 49 of 50 
extra points that season.

New Orleans’ punt return unit was led by rookie RB/RS Marcus 
Murphy in 2015, who returned the first punt for a touchdown by a 
member of the Saints since 2011, scoring on a 74-yard punt return 
at Carolina. The units also registered a blocked punt recovered for 
a touchdown, blocked two kicks, returning one blocked extra point 
attempt for the first defensive two-point conversion since the NFL 
implemented 2015 rule changes. 

Kwan joined New Orleans after three seasons (2010-12) in the same 
role with the Buffalo Bills. In 2012, the Bills led the NFL in punt re-
turn average (17.1 average), registered two return touchdowns and 
ranked fourth in kickoff return average (27.0). In 2011, the Bills kick-
off coverage units held opponents to 20.4 yards per return, also 
leading the NFL. The punt return unit finished tied for first in the 
AFC and third in the NFL with a 12.7 average.

Prior to his time in Buffalo, Kwan spent six seasons with the Detroit 
Lions (2004-09), his second stint with the team. In those six years, 
the Lions blocked 16 kicks, the second-most in the NFL over that 
timespan. Kwan served as Detroit’s special teams coordinator from 
2008-09. In 2009, the Lions ranked fifth in the NFC in average start-
ing field position (27.0 yard line) and tied for fourth in the NFL with 
three special teams takeaways. In 2008, the Lions led the NFL with 
five special teams takeaways and a plus-four turnover margin. That 
same season, K Jason Hanson kicked a NFL-high eight field goals 
from 50-or-more yards.

From 2001-03, Kwan worked as a special teams assistant/defensive 
quality control coach for the Arizona Cardinals. He went to Arizona 
following his first stint with the Lions from 1997-2000 as an offen-
sive and special teams assistant. He first entered the NFL in 1991 
as a coaching assistant with the San Diego Chargers and served 
as an offensive and special teams assistant with the Chargers from 
1991-96.
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KWAN’S BACKGROUND
YEARS COACHING BACKGROUND HEAD COACH
2017-current Assistant Special Teams, San Francisco 49ers Kyle Shanahan
2013-16 Assistant Special Teams, New Orleans Saints Sean Payton
2010-12 Assistant Special Teams, Buffalo Bills Chan Gailey
2007-09 Assistant Special Teams, Detroit Lions Jim Schwartz/Rod Marinelli
2006  Assistant Special Teams, Detroit Lions Rod Marinelli
2004-05 Assistant Special Teams/Offensive Assistant, Detroit Lions Dick Jauron/Steve Mariucci
2001-03 Assistant Special Teams/Defensive Quality Control, Arizona Cardinals Dave McGinnis
1997-2000 Assistant Special Teams/Offensive Assistant, Detroit Lions Gary Moeller/Bobby Ross
1996  Offensive Assistant, San Diego Chargers Bobby Ross
1993-95 Assistant Special Teams/Offensive Assistant, San Diego Chargers Bobby Ross
1991-92 Coaching Assistant, San Diego Chargers Bobby Ross

A native of Phoenix, AZ, Kwan played baseball collegiately at San 
Diego State University for three years and earned his bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice. He spent one year at South Mountain 
Community College (Phoenix, AZ) prior to attending San Diego 
State where he was the first freshman to be named captain of the 
baseball team. 

Kwan attended Phoenix Camelback High School where he set 
school career records for batting average, runs scored, stolen bas-
es, on-base percentage and walks. In his junior year, Camelback 
was the top-ranked team in the state and was ranked 16th in the na-
tion. He earned all-state honors twice as a shortstop and doubled 
as the school’s quarterback, where he set the school single-game 
passing record (327 yards).




