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Jon Embree is in his fourth season as the 49ers assistant head 
coach/tight ends coach. 

Under Embree’s guidance, TE George Kittle’s game continued to 
improve in 2019 as he was named Associated Press First-Team All-
Pro, PFWA All-NFL and All-NFC and was selected as a starter in the 
Pro Bowl. Kittle led the team with 85 receptions for 1,053 yards and 
five touchdowns. He became just the fifth player in franchise his-
tory, and the first tight end, to have multiple 1,000-yard seasons, 
joining WR Jerry Rice (12), WR Terrell Owens (5), WR Anquan Boldin 
(2) and WR John Taylor (2). Kittle also set the NFL record for the 
most receiving yards by a tight end through their first three sea-
sons (2,945), surpassing TE Mike Ditka (2,774), who held the record 
since 1963.

In 2018, TE George Kittle was named Associated Press Sec-
ond-Team All-Pro and selected to the Pro Bowl in only his second 
season as he led the team with 88 receptions for 1,377 yards and 
five touchdowns, setting the NFL record for the most receiving 
yards in a single season by a tight end. Kittle also became the first 
tight end in franchise history to surpass 1,000 receiving yards in a 
single season. His 88 receptions also set the franchise record for 
the most receptions by a tight end in a single season. 

In 2017, the 49ers tight ends combined for 66 receptions for 866 
yards and six touchdowns. Rookie TE George Kittle led the tight 
end group with 43 receptions for 515 yards and two touchdowns. 
His 515 receiving yards ranked second in the NFL among rookie 
tight ends and were the most by a 49ers rookie tight end since the 
merger in 1970. Additionally, TE Garrett Celek set a new single-sea-
son career high with four touchdown receptions.

Embree came to San Francisco following three seasons (2014-16) 
with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. In 2016 with Tampa Bay, Embree 
helped TE Cameron Brate establish career highs in three major cat-
egories with 57 receptions for 660 yards and eight touchdowns, 
which tied for the most in the NFL among tight ends. Combined 
with one touchdown each from TE Austin Seferian-Jenkins, TE 
Brandon Myers and TE Alan Cross, Buccaneers tight ends caught 
11 touchdowns, the most for the team since 1985 when Tampa Bay 
tight ends combined for 13 touchdown receptions.

In 2015, Seferian-Jenkins was limited to seven games, but still im-
proved his receiving numbers from his rookie season, recording 21 
receptions for 338 yards and four touchdowns. Seferian-Jenkins’ 
16.1 receiving average was the second-highest of any tight end in 
the NFL (New England TE Rob Gronkowski – 16.3 yards per recep-
tion) with at least 20 receptions. Embree also oversaw the develop-
ment of Brate in his first year, who started the season on the team’s 
practice squad but finished the year with 23 receptions for 288 
yards and three touchdowns. 

In 2014, Embree worked with Seferian-Jenkins who recorded 21 
receptions for 221 yards and two touchdowns in nine games. His 
reception total and receiving yards were the fourth-most ever by a 
Buccaneers rookie tight end, while his two touchdown receptions 
tied for the third-most. 

Prior to Tampa Bay, Embree spent the 2013 season as the tight 
ends coach with the Cleveland Browns. With Embree’s guidance, 
TE Jordan Cameron earned a Pro Bowl berth and ranked second in 
the NFL in receiving yards (917) by a tight end behind New Orleans 
Saints TE Jimmy Graham (1,215) and third in receptions (80) by a 
tight end behind Graham (86) and Atlanta Falcons TE Tony Gon-
zalez (80).

Embree joined the Browns after spending two years (2011-12) as 
head coach at the University of Colorado and one season (2010) as 
the tight ends coach for Washington. That season, TE Chris Cooley 
ranked second in the NFL in receptions (77) by a tight end behind 
Dallas Cowboys TE Jason Witten (94) and third in receiving yards 
(849) by a tight end behind Witten (1,002) and San Francisco 49ers 
TE Vernon Davis (914).

Embree first entered the NFL coaching ranks in 2006, where he 
spent three seasons (2006-08) as the tight ends coach for the 
Kansas City Chiefs. In 2008, TE Tony Gonzalez paced all NFL tight 
ends with 96 receptions for 1,058 yards and 10 touchdowns. In 
2007, Gonzalez led all tight ends with 99 receptions for 1,172 yards 
while adding five touchdowns. In 2006, Gonzalez ranked second 
among all tight ends in both receptions (73) and receiving yards 
(900). Gonzalez was named to the Pro Bowl and All-Pro in each of 
his three seasons working with Embree.

Prior to joining the NFL, Embree spent 13 years at the collegiate lev-
el, including three seasons at UCLA, where he served as assistant 
head coach/wide receivers (2003) and assistant head coach/tight 
ends (2004-05). 

From 1993-2002, Embree was at the University of Colorado where 
he spent 10 years serving in a variety of roles. He was the tight ends 
coach for two seasons (1993-94) before moving to defensive ends 
coach for four years (1995-98). Embree returned to his role as tight 
ends coach for two years in 1999 before spending two seasons as 
the wide receivers/kickers coach (2001-02).

ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/TIGHT ENDS
15TH NFL SEASON (3 PLAYING/12 COACHING)   ×   4TH WITH 49ERS   

JON EMBREE



SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS2020 MEDIA GUIDE 71

EMBREE’S BACKGROUND
YEARS	 COACHING BACKGROUND	 HEAD COACH
2017-current	 Assistant Head Coach/Tight Ends, San Francisco 49ers	 Kyle Shanahan
2014-16	 Tight Ends, Tampa Bay Buccaneers	 Dirk Koetter/Lovie Smith
2013		  Tight Ends, Cleveland Browns	 Rob Chudzinski
2011-12	 Head Coach, University of Colorado	 ---
2010		  Tight Ends, Washington	 Mike Shanahan
2006-08	 Tight Ends, Kansas City Chiefs	 Herm Edwards
2004-05	 Assistant Head Coach/Tight Ends, UCLA	 Karl Dorrell
2003		 Assistant Head Coach/Wide Receivers, UCLA	 Karl Dorrell
2001-02	 Wide Receivers/Kickers, University of Colorado	 Gary Barnett
1999-2000	 Tight Ends, University of Colorado	 Gary Barnett
1995-98	 Defensive Ends, University of Colorado	 Rick Neuheisel
1993-94	 Tight Ends, University of Colorado	 Bill McCartney
1992			  Receivers/Tight Ends, Douglas County (CO) High School
1991			  Volunteer Assistant Coach, University of Colorado	 Bill McCartney
1989		  *Tight End, Seattle Seahawks	 Chuck Knox
1987-88	 *Tight End, Los Angeles Rams	 John Robinson
1983-86	 *Tight End, University of Colorado	 Bill McCartney

* Player

Embree began his coaching career at Colorado as a volunteer as-
sistant coach in 1991 before spending one year as the receivers/
tight ends coach at Douglas County (CO) High School.

Originally a sixth-round pick (166th overall) of the Los Angeles 
Rams in 1987, Embree appeared in 13 games over two seasons with 
LA before suffering a career-ending elbow injury in 1989 while with 
the Seattle Seahawks. 

A native of Englewood, CA, Embree lettered four seasons (1983-86) 
as a tight end at the University of Colorado and ended his career in 
the top five in both career receptions (80) and yards (1,116) along 
with five touchdowns. He graduated with a degree in communica-
tions in 1987. Embree and his wife, Natalyn, have three children: two 
sons, Taylor and Connor, and one daughter, Hannah.




