
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS2020 MEDIA GUIDE 76

Clay joined San Francisco after spending the previous two seasons 
(2014-15) as a member of the Philadelphia Eagles coaching staff. 
After serving as a quality control coach in 2014, Clay was named a 
special teams assistant for the Eagles in 2015. Philadelphia ranked 
second in the league in punt return average (11.4) and was one 
of four teams to register multiple return touchdowns on special 
teams. RB Darren Sproles earned his second career Pro Bowl se-
lection as a return specialist after leading the NFL in punt return 
yards (446) and ranking tied for first in the NFL in punt return 
touchdowns (two).

A native of San Jose, CA, Clay was a four-year letterman as a line-
backer for the University of Oregon (2009-12). He earned Sec-
ond-Team All-Pac-12 honors as a senior in 2012, recording 101 
tackles, three sacks and one forced fumble while starting in all 12 
games. Following his college career, he signed with the Miami Dol-
phins as an undrafted free agent in 2013.

Clay attended Bellarmine College Preparatory (San Jose, CA), where 
he played fullback and linebacker and was a two-time All-Mercury 
News First-Team selection.

Michael Clay is in his fifth season with the 49ers and fourth as an 
assistant special team coach. He previously served as a strength & 
conditioning assistant in 2017 and an assistant special teams coach 
with the team in 2016. 

In 2019, while working alongside special teams coordinator Richard 
Hightower, the 49ers special teams unit posted an average starting 
field position of the 32.1 yard line, ranking second in the NFL (NE 
- 32.7). San Francisco also held opponents to an average starting 
field position of the 24.7 yard line, which ranked seventh. K Robbie 
Gould connected on 23 of 31 field goal attempts and finished the 
season with 110 points, marking his third-consecutive 100-or-more 
point season with the 49ers. He was also named Special Teams 
Player of the Month for December for the third-consecutive season 
since joining the 49ers in 2017. Rookie P Mitch Wishnowsky regis-
tered a 44.9 punt average which ranked second among all rookies 
in franchise history (min. 20 punts). WR Richie James Jr. ranked 
seventh in the NFL in punt return average (8.0) and 10th in kickoff 
return average (21.4).

San Francisco’s special teams units flourished in 2018. K Robbie 
Gould set the 49ers single-season franchise record for field goal 
percentage (97.1), as he connected on 33 of 34 field goal attempts 
and finished the season with 126 points. He also set the franchise 
record for most consecutive field goals made (33) and finished 
the season connecting on each of his final 23 attempts. Gould was 
named NFC Special Teams Player of the Month for December and 
was a two-time recipient of the NFC Special Teams Player of the 
Week Award (Week 2 & 15). Rookie WR Richie James Jr. was named 
All-NFC kick returner by the PFWA, as he averaged 25.2 yards per 
kickoff return, which ranked seventh in the NFL. James Jr. also reg-
istered the team’s first kickoff return for a touchdown (97 yards) 
since 2011.   
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2018-current Assistant Special Teams, San Francisco 49ers Kyle Shanahan
2017  Assistant Strength & Conditioning, San Francisco 49ers Kyle Shanahan
2016  Assistant Special Teams, San Francisco 49ers Chip Kelly
2015  Special Teams Assistant, Philadelphia Eagles Chip Kelly
2014  Defensive Quality Control, Philadelphia Eagles Chip Kelly
2009-12 *Linebacker, University of Oregon Chip Kelly
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