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49ERS HONOR DWIGHT CLARK AND UNVEIL SEASON-LONG PLANS 
TO COMMEMORATE THE MAN THAT MADE “THE CATCH” 

 
SANTA CLARA, Calif. – Embarking on a season of celebration in honor of the greatest 
teammate to ever wear the Red and Gold, the San Francisco 49ers announced plans to honor 
Edward J. DeBartolo Sr. 49ers Hall of Famer Dwight Clark, who passed away in June, during a 
celebration of his life. Following a private screening of NBC Sports Bay Area’s “Letters to 87” at 
the 49ers Museum for Clark’s former teammates, family and those who wrote to him in recent 
months, 49ers President Al Guido revealed the team’s plans to pay tribute to Clark’s legacy 
throughout the 2018 season.  
 
“Almost four decades ago, Dwight Clark’s miraculous catch launched the San Francisco 49ers 
into an era of excellence,” said 49ers CEO Jed York. “Since that time, he has served as an 
inspirational figure to citizens of the Bay Area and beyond. Dwight has meant so much to so 
many and it is only fitting that our organization continues to carry on his wonderful legacy. The 
2018 season provides us a tremendous opportunity to celebrate the life of a very special man, 
while also raising awareness for the Golden Heart Fund, which was so dear to his heart. Dwight 
lived his life with great compassion for others, and we want to honor that legacy by raising funds 
to support his 49ers brothers.” 
 
The 49ers organization’s tribute to Clark will include: 
 

• All 49ers players will wear “87” helmet decals throughout the season 
• Levi’s Stadium field bunting will pay tribute to Clark during all 49ers games 
• The nationally televised game on October 21st against the visiting Los Angeles Rams will 

feature a number of tributes to Clark’s legacy: 
o The game will be highlighted by the unveiling of statues depicting “The Catch” 

outside of Levi’s® Stadium. The 350-pound statues of Dwight Clark and Joe 
Montana will be placed exactly 23 yards apart, just as the two 49ers were during 
the famous play. The representation of Clark, with his hands outstretched, will 
extend 11 feet in the air 

o During the game, the playing field will feature an “87” marking in the north end 
zone commemorating the location of “The Catch” 

o The contest will also serve as the 49ers annual Alumni Game and, therefore, 
funds will be raised throughout the weekend to support Clark’s charity of choice, 
the Golden Heart Fund. The fund was established in 2016 to support 49ers 
alumni in need of financial, medical, psychological or emotional support. 

• All 49ers proceeds from the season-long sale of Dwight Clark Day t-shirts and Dwight 
Clark merchandise currently in-stock at the 49ers Team Store at Levi’s Stadium and at 
Shop49ers.com/DC87 will be donated to the Golden Heart Fund. 

 

http://www.shop49ers.com/DC87


Link to B-roll of 49ers Announcing Plans to Honor Clark: 
https://49ers.egnyte.com/dl/bTnNySP7I0 
 
Link to Visual Assets (Helmet Decal, Field Bunting, Field Logo): 
https://49ers.sharefile.com/d-sf6a0cbd2e874288b  
 
These season-long tributes to Clark follow “Dwight Clark Day,” which took place at Levi’s 

Stadium on Sunday, October 22nd, 2017, when the 49ers hosted the Dallas Cowboys. 
Highlighted by a special halftime event which featured a courageous address by Clark to his 
teammates and coaches, 49ers family, and the Faithful, the day celebrated his many 
contributions to the organization as a player (1979-87), front office executive (1989-98), and 
49ers Hall of Fame consultant. 
 
About the Golden Heart Fund 
The Golden Heart Fund is an organization created to serve current and future 49ers alumni who 
are in need of financial, medical, psychological or emotional support. It was established in 2016 
by San Francisco 49ers alumni and board members consist of offensive tackle Harris Barton, 
defensive end Dwaine Board, linebacker Ron Ferrari, tight end Brent Jones, linebacker Gary 
Plummer, and Pro Football Hall of Fame safety Ronnie Lott. For more information, or to 
contribute to the Gold Heart Fund, please visit: https://goldenheartfund.org. 
 
Additional ways to support the Golden Heart Fund 
Available at 49ers Training Camp at the SAP Performance Facility through August 12th, the 
49ers are selling a limited number of autographed lithographs featuring Dwight Clark and Willie 
Mays with proceeds going to support the Golden Heart Fund. All remaining lithographs will be 
available on 49ers.com. 
 
Fans will also have the opportunity to support the Golden Heart Fund by participating in the 
second annual 49ers Golden Heart Run at Levi’s Stadium on November 18th. For more 
information on the run, please visit: https://goldenheartrun.com. 
 
Contributions to the Golden Heart Fund can also be made by visiting the 49ers Museum 
throughout the year, where the life-size statue depicting “The Catch” is celebrated within the 
museum’s Edward J. DeBartolo, Sr. 49ers Hall of Fame. Dwight’s famous fur coat, as worn in 
the January 25, 1982 Super Bowl XVI parade, is coming to the museum and will be on display 
at the start of the 49ers 2018 regular season. Half of all proceeds from museum ticket sales go 
to support the Golden Heart Fund.  
 
About “Letters to 87” 
The documentary, “Letters to 87,” will air commercial-free on Tuesday, August 21st, on NBC 
Sports Bay Area at 8 p.m. PST. Written and inspired by the 49ers Faithful, the documentary 
highlights Clark’s bond with those who cheered for him. Clark was known for always being there 
for his fans. And his fans gave back to him with an outpouring of heartfelt letters that stirred a 
wide range of emotions as he battled ALS.	  
 
Link to “Letters to 87” Trailer: https://www.nbcsports.com/bayarea/video/letters-87-trailer	  	  
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