
49ers Clips – June 30, 2017 
 
Local Media 
 
AP course: 49ers’ Solomon Thomas took class with Prof. Von Miller 
By Matt Barrows, The Sacramento Bee 
http://www.sacbee.com/sports/nfl/san-francisco-49ers/article159002849.html 
 
NFL Network names Montana and Rice top QB-WR duo of all time 
By Cole Kundich, KNBR 
http://www.knbr.com/2017/06/29/nfl-network-names-montana-and-rice-top-qb-wr-duo-of-all-time/ 
 
Von Miller hosts “pass rush summit” at Stanford 
By Josh Alper, Pro Football Talk 
http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2017/06/30/von-miller-hosts-pass-rush-summit-at-stanford/ 

http://www.sacbee.com/sports/nfl/san-francisco-49ers/article159002849.html
http://www.knbr.com/2017/06/29/nfl-network-names-montana-and-rice-top-qb-wr-duo-of-all-time/
http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2017/06/30/von-miller-hosts-pass-rush-summit-at-stanford/


 
National Media 
 
Rams' Aaron Donald, seeking a new contract, is impressed by coach Sean McVay 
By Lindsey Thiery, Los Angeles Times 
http://www.latimes.com/sports/la-sp-rams-aaron-donald-20170629-story.html 
 
NFL scraps plans to hold China game in 2018, eyes 2019 
By Staff, ESPN.com 
http://www.espn.com/nfl/story/_/id/19773105/nfl-scraps-plans-hold-china-game-2018-eyes-2019 
 
NFC West Q&A: What are realistic expectations for Jared Goff in Year 2? 
By Alden Gonzalez, ESPN.com 
http://www.espn.com/blog/los-angeles-rams/post/_/id/34143/nfc-west-qa-what-are-realistic-expectations-
for-jared-goff-in-year-2 
 
Gabe Jackson agrees with Raiders on five-year, $56 million deal 
By Paul Gutierrez, ESPN.com 
http://www.espn.com/nfl/story/_/id/19770152/gabe-jackson-oakland-raiders-agree-four-year-40-million-
extension 
 
Department of Justice ends fight against Washington Redskins' name 
By Staff, Yahoo! Sports 
https://sports.yahoo.com/department-justice-ends-fight-washington-redskins-name-140757355.html 
 
Agent: Ravens conflicted about bringing back Zach Orr 
By Kevin Patra, NFL.com 
http://www.nfl.com/news/story/0ap3000000818075/article/agent-ravens-conflicted-about-bringing-back-
zach-orr 

http://www.latimes.com/sports/la-sp-rams-aaron-donald-20170629-story.html
http://www.espn.com/nfl/story/_/id/19773105/nfl-scraps-plans-hold-china-game-2018-eyes-2019
http://www.espn.com/blog/los-angeles-rams/post/_/id/34143/nfc-west-qa-what-are-realistic-expectations-for-jared-goff-in-year-2
http://www.espn.com/blog/los-angeles-rams/post/_/id/34143/nfc-west-qa-what-are-realistic-expectations-for-jared-goff-in-year-2
http://www.espn.com/nfl/story/_/id/19770152/gabe-jackson-oakland-raiders-agree-four-year-40-million-extension
http://www.espn.com/nfl/story/_/id/19770152/gabe-jackson-oakland-raiders-agree-four-year-40-million-extension
https://sports.yahoo.com/department-justice-ends-fight-washington-redskins-name-140757355.html
http://www.nfl.com/news/story/0ap3000000818075/article/agent-ravens-conflicted-about-bringing-back-zach-orr
http://www.nfl.com/news/story/0ap3000000818075/article/agent-ravens-conflicted-about-bringing-back-zach-orr


 
Local Clips – Full Version  
 
AP course: 49ers’ Solomon Thomas took class with Prof. Von Miller 
By Matt Barrows, The Sacramento Bee 
 
He's on summer break, but Solomon Thomas continues to receive an impressive education at Stanford. 
 
On Thursday the 49ers' first-round draft pick took part in what was billed as a "pass-rush summit" given 
by perhaps the world's foremost expert on the topic, Professor Von Miller. Others who attended included 
recently retired edge rusher DeMarcus Ware and Falcons linebacker Vic Beasley, who led the NFL last 
season with 15 1/2 sacks. The Broncos’ Miller was second with 13 1/2. 
 
"Iron sharpens iron," wrote Stanford football's twitter account, which showed a short video of Ware 
teaching Thomas hand skills. Ware and Thomas worked together earlier this year and Thomas is wearing 
No. 94 in Ware’s honor. 
 
Broncos pass rusher Shane Ray, Jaguars defensive end Malik Jackson and Seattle Seahawks defenders 
Cliff Avril and Cassius Marsh also were part of the gathering at Stanford that was meant as a forum for 
veterans to share skills with young players. Miller is renting a home in the Bay Area this summer, which is 
why the event was held at the university. 
 
The presence of Seahawks, Falcons and Jaguars players may have been beneficial to Thomas because 
they have operated the same defense San Francisco will run this year. Thomas likely will line up on base 
downs at the so-called 'big end' spot on the left side of the defensive line, the same position Michael 
Bennett plays in Seattle. 
 
Thomas may be part of a group of young 49ers linemen that will train in Hawaii later this summer 
alongside Bennett. 
 
League rules prevented Thomas from taking part in most of the 49ers' offseason practices. He also is the 
team's lone draft pick that has yet to sign a rookie contract. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------	  
 
How 49ers quarterbacks stack up with rest of NFL 
By Jerod Brown, Niners Wire 
 
The San Francisco 49ers will begin training camp with an overhauled quarterback room. General 
manager John Lynch and head coach Kyle Shanahan have built a group that features journeymen Brian 
Hoyer and Matt Barkley, paired with recent third-round pick C.J. Beathard and undrafted rookie Nick 
Mullens. 
 
Hoyer is expected to start in 2017, with Beathard and Barkley competing to be the immediate backup. 
Ultimately, the team’s front office may be electing for the long play. Washington quarterback Kirk Cousins 
could be available as a free agent next offseason and the 2018 quarterback class in the NFL draft could 
be one of the best in years. In either case, the team will sink or swim in 2017 with Shanahan’s ability to 
maximize the play of an average group at the most important position on the field. 
 
Zach Pereles of Yahoo! Sports Shutdown Corner blog recently released his quarterback situation 
rankings for the league. The method is based on ranking all 32 starting quarterbacks, as well as each 
team’s backup situation, to create an overall ranking. Unsurprisingly, the 49ers are towards the bottom of 
the league at 29th. 
 
Hoyer has quietly been a solid option for teams as either a highly productive backup or starter for teams 
in transitional situations, as he showed over the past three seasons in Cleveland, Houston and Chicago. 



In Kyle Shanahan’s first year, there are not high expectations of winning in Santa Clara, but progress for 
a young defense should be evident. Offensively, Hoyer doesn’t have a ton of options. That doesn’t bode 
well for him or his young backups, former golden boy Barkley and third-round pick Beathard. The 49ers 
opted against a quarterback in the first round and added picks, still got the guy they wanted (DE Solomon 
Thomas), and now have an offensive wizard able to handpick the next face of the franchise in 2018. Not 
all is looking bad for the 49ers, but this isn’t the year to put up big passing numbers for a team that hasn’t 
been the same since Jim Harbaugh’s falling out. 
 
Pereles’ method placed San Francisco just ahead of the Cleveland Browns, behind the Houston Texans 
and Jacksonville Jaguars. Hoyer ranked as the 27th-overall starting quarterback with Beathard and 
Barkley landing as the 25th-ranked backup group. 
 
Hoyer has managed to stay in the league as an excellent backup that can win games as a spot-starter. 
His best season arguably came alongside Shanahan in 2014 with the Cleveland Browns. Hoyer tallied 
3,326 passing yards in 14 games played before playing with the Texans in 2015 and throwing for 19 
touchdowns to just seven interceptions in nine starts. He’s far from a long-term piece, but Hoyer offers a 
level of play that could keep the 49ers competitive. 
 
Shanahan is widely regarded as one of the best play callers in the league. His expertise for designing an 
offense should greatly benefit whoever starts at quarterback in Santa Clara. The assumption is that he 
can scheme above-average production from average players. That begins at the quarterback position. 
 
The more long-term rebuild appears to be happening on the defensive side of the ball. Lynch opted to use 
the team’s first three selections in the 2017 NFL draft to add a defensive player at each level in defensive 
lineman Solomon Thomas, linebacker Reuben Foster and cornerback Akhello Witherspoon.. Free-agent 
acquisitions have built an offense full of mid-level players, aside from standout fullback Kyle Juszczyk. 
 
Pereles’ offseason ranking suggests that the 49ers have a significant amount of work to do to cover up 
inadequacies at quarterback. Hoyer, paired with Shanahan’s ability to design productive plays, should be 
able to improve the team’s ranking throughout the year. While nobody is expecting Hoyer to produce 
MVP-type numbers like Matt Ryan last year, it’s reasonable to assume that Shanahan can highlight the 
areas where Hoyer succeeds within his offense. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------	  
 
NFL Network names Montana and Rice top QB-WR duo of all time 
By Cole Kundich, KNBR 
 
Two of the best to ever do it. 
 
On NFL Network, analyst Elliot Harrison named the greatest quarterback and wide receiver combinations 
in league history. At the top of the list was former 49ers Joe Montana and Jerry Rice. 
 
Instead of looking at their entire careers, Harrison instead ranked the duos based on their high point of 
playing together. The strike-shortened 1987 season was tabbed for Montana and Rice, in which the pair 
linked up for 22 touchdowns in just 12 games. 
 
Montana and Rice had 67 touchdowns together in their careers. Rice is largely considered the greatest 
WR of all time, holding the record for receiving yards, receptions and touchdowns. Montana is up there in 
the discussion for the greatest of all time at his position as well, winning four Super Bowls with the 49ers. 
 
The rest of Harrison’s Top 5 – 
 
Montana/Rice, 49ers (1987) 
Tom Brady/Randy Moss, Patriots (2007) 
Dan Fouts/John Jefferson, Chargers (1980) 



Joe Namath/Don Maynard, Jets (1967) 
Ben Roethlisberger/Antonio Brown, Steelers (2014) 
 
San Francisco 49ers �  @49ers 
Just a couple of � �@JoeMontana, @JerryRice named the top QB/WR tandem of all time on 
@NFLTotalAccess. � http://49rs.co/PDu2KA  #tbt 
2:00 PM - 29 Jun 2017 
 
------------------------------------------------------------	  
 
Von Miller hosts “pass rush summit” at Stanford 
By Josh Alper, Pro Football Talk 
 
The 49ers hope that first-round pick Solomon Thomas can be a disruptive presence on their defensive 
line and he spent time Thursday working out with and talking to players who can offer him some good 
advice about how to meet that goal. 
 
Broncos linebacker Von Miller organized a “pass rush summit” at Thomas’ alma mater Stanford on 
Thursday and the guest list was a pretty strong one. Miller was joined by his successor as defensive 
player of the year Khalil Mack, 2016 NFL sacks leader Vic Beasley, Seahawks defensive end Cliff Avril 
and the recently retired DeMarcus Ware. 
 
Broncos linebacker Shane Ray, Jaguars defensive tackle Malik Jackson, Chiefs linebacker Dee Ford and 
Seahawks linebacker Cassius Marsh were also on hand to hone their skills and pick up pointers from 
what Miller said, via the Denver Post, is a “little fraternity” of pass rushers around the league. 
 
The meeting of the pass rushing minds wasn’t the first time that Thomas has worked out with Ware and 
stealing a few tricks from all the veterans he met on Thursday should help Thomas make up for being 
barred from offseason work due to the NFL rule requiring school to be out before rookies can practice. 


